
Application for authorisation lodged by Cashcard Australia Limited 
and Bank of China (Australia) Limited A91119 

Interim authorisation decision 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has decided to grant 
interim authorisation in respect of the application for authorisation A91 119 lodged by 
Cashcard Australia Limited and Bank of China (Australia) Limited on 2 February 2009. 

The applicants have sought authorisation for an agreement for financial institutions that 
participate in the arrangements not to directly charge cardholders of any other financial 
institution participating in the arrangements for transaction undertaken at ATMs owned by 
them. 

Interim authorisation 

Interim authorisation, pursuant to section 91(2)(d) of the Trade Practices Act I974 (the Act), 
protects the arrangements for which authorisation is sought from legal action under the 
relevant provisions of the Act while the ACCC considers and evaluates the merits of the 
application. The decision on interim authorisation in no way binds the ACCC in its 
consideration of the merits of the substantive applications. 

Reasons for decision 

The arrangements are proposed pursuant to reforms to the ATM system due to take effect 
from 3 March 2009. 

The ACCC considers that the protection provided by interim authorisation will allow 
participating financial institutions to provide their cardholders with access to a wider range of 
ATMs without incumng a direct charge once the 3 March 2009 reforms take effect. 

Absent the ability to offer their customers access to direct fee free transactions through a 
reasonable network of ATMs smaller financial institutions may be at a competitive 
disadvantage to larger financial institutions once the reforms are implemented. 

The ACCC has also taken into account that no objections have been raised to the application 
for interim authorisation. 



Reconsideration of decision 

The ACCC may review its decision on interim authorisation at any time. The ACCC's 
decision in relation to interim authorisation should not be taken to be indicative of whether or 
not final authorisation will be granted. 


