
Our Ref: C2008/18 16 
Contact Officer: Gina D'Ettorre 
Contact Phone: 03 9290 1483 

1 8 February 2009 

Australian 
Competition 6 
Consumer 

. .. . Commission 

GPO Box 520 
Melbourne Vic 3001 

Level 35, The Tower 
360 Elizabeth Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000 

tel: (03) 9290 1800 
fax: (03) 9663 3699 

Dear Sirmadam 

Application for minor variation Real Estate Institute of 
Western Australia (1nc)Authorisation A91026 

- interested party consultation 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has received an 
application to vary authorisation A91 026 previously granted to the Real Estate Institute 
of Western Australia (Inc) (REIWA). The ACCC would like to invite you to comment 
on the application. Attached is a summary of the authorisation process including how 
to make a submission to the ACCC. 

Authorisation A91 026 was originally granted by the ACCC on 18 April 2007 for the 
arrangements contained in REIWA's Articles of Association, Members' Codes of Practice, 
Auction Code of Conduct, Multiple Listing Service By-Laws and the arrangement to make 
available for use the Standard Exclusive Agency Agreements. Authorisation A91 026 was 
granted for five years. 

REIWA previously applied for, and was granted, a minor variation to authorisation A9 1026, 
on 3 1 July 2007, to amend its Auction Code of Conduct. 

Proposed minor variation to A91026 

The minor variation sought by REIWA involves changes to its Articles of Association, 
Members' Codes of Practice and the Auction Code of Conduct. If granted, the minor 
variation will remove the ability of consumers to bring complaints before REIWA in respect 
of its members, with the exception of matters relating to the Auction Code of Conduct. 

REIWA submits that under the Real Estate and Business Agents Act 1987 (WA) (REBA Act) 
consumers will still be able to bring complaints against its members before the Real Estate 
and Business Agents Supervisory Board (REBAS Board), and if prosecuted, the State 
Administrative Tribunal (SAT). 

REIWA has also applied for minor variation with respect to what it classifies as 'cosmetic 
amendments' to REIWA's Articles. These changes clarify wording in the Articles associated 
with REIWA's objects, processes for council elections, general meetings, appeals and the 
removal of councillors. 



A full copy of the application for minor variation to authorisation A91026 is available on the 
ACCC's website <www.accc.gov.au>. A copy of a letter provided by RETWA dated 6 
February 2009, providing further information in respect of the application for minor variation 
is also available on the ACCC's website. Alternatively, you can contact Gina D'Ettorre on 
03 9290 1483 to obtain a hard copy of the application and submission. 

Request for submissions 

The ACCC invites you to make a submission on the likely public benefits and the likely 
effect on competition, or any other public detriment, from the proposed variation. 

If you intend to provide a submission, please do so by Wednesday, 11 March 2009. 

Alternatively, if you would like to provide comments orally, please contact Gina D'Ettorre on 
03 9290 1483 to organise a suitable time. 

Submissions, including oral submissions, will be placed on the ACCC's public register 
subject to any request for exclusion (guidelines are attached). 

You can also forward this letter to any other party who may wish to make a submission to the 
ACCC regarding this application for minor variation. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me on 03 9290 1475, or Gina D'Ettorre on 
03 9290 1483. 

Yours faithfully 

v Gavin Jones 

Director 
Adjudication Branch 



Interested parties 

Australian Consumers Association 

Century 2 1 

Consumers' Association of Western Australia 

Estate Agents Co-operative 

Law Society of Western Australia 

Professionals WA 

Property Owners' Association of WA 

Raine and Horne WA 

Ray White 

Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board 

Real Estate Institute of Australia 

Real Estate Institute of the Northern Territory 

Real Estate Institute of Victoria 

Remax 


