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Dear Ms Palisi, 

Application for authorisation A91092 lodged by CALMS Ltd - interim 
authorisation and interested party consultation 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this application to the ACCC by 
CALMS Pty Ltd. The ACT Division of General Practice has no objection to this 
application from CALMS Fty Ltd for a "not to exceed" fee schedule for its 
locurn doctors. 

This proposal is likely to result in significant public benefits rather than public 
detriments. A major benefit as we would see it, will be the ensuring of 
reasonably priced after hours primary care services for all ACT residents. 
Without such a "not to exceed" clause it would be possible for some locums 
on some days to charge much more than others on other days. This is not in 
the public interest. As CALMS is the major provider of after hours general 
Practice services in the ACT, the rejection of this application might result in 
the public paying rnore on some days than others for after hours primary 
health care. They might also pay more or less depending on which doctor they 
happen to be allocated to consult. One does not choose when one needs the 
services of CALMS so it is fair to all that a "not to exceed fee" is set. 
Transparency of charges is ensured through the continc;ation of this existing 
CALMS policy and an affordable service is more likely to be assured given the 
very reasonable rates proposed. 

Thank you again for offering the ACT Division of general Practice ,the 
opportunity to provide supportive comment for the CALMS application 

Yours sincereiy, 

Dr Karen Flegg 
Acting CEO 
ACT Division of General Practice 

Unit 20,41 ljardet Street, Weston Creek ACT 261 1 
(PO Box 357 1 Weston Creek ACT 261 1) 

Telephone: (02) 6287 8099 Facsimile: (02) 6287 8055 
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