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Dear Kathryn 

Australian National Retailers Association Limited - application for authorisation 
A91093 - interested party consultation 

I refer to the above mentioned application for authorisation lodged with the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) on 30 June 2008. 

Please find enclosed, for your information, a copy of the letter the ACCC sent yesterday to 
potentially interested parties as part of its public consultation process. 

All publicly available submissions will be posted on the ACCC internet site at 
www.accc.gov.au. Alternatively, at the end of the consultation period, the ACCC can arrange 
for you to receive a copy of all publicly available submissions received in relation to the 
application. 

Given the proposed timing for the commencement of the pilot program, the ACCC will 
endeavour to issue a draft determination, including a decision on the request for interim 
authorisation, by the second half of July 2008. 

Request for exclusion from the public register 

I refer to your request to exclude Appendix 3 to the supporting submission from the ACCC's 
public register. 



As you are aware, the ACCC is generally required under section 89 of the Trade Practices 
Act 1974 (the Act) to place documents provided to it in relation to an application for 
authorisation on the ACCC's public register. The Act provides that a person submitting a 
document in relation to an authorisation application may request that the document or parts 
thereof be excluded from the public register by reason of the nature of certain information 
contained in the document. 

The General Manager of the Adjudication Branch is a person authorised to make a decision 
for and on behalf of the ACCC in relation to such a request. I advise that he has decided that 
Appendix 3 to the supporting submission will not be placed on the public register. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Chubb on (02) 6243 1088 or Jasmine 
Tan on (02) 6243 1 363. 

Yours sincerely 

David Hatfield 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 
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Dear SirIMadam 

Australian National Retailers Association Limited - application for authorisation 
A91093 - interested party consultation 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has received an 
application for authorisation from the Australian National Retailers Association Limited 
(ANRA). The ACCC invites you to comment on the application. Attached is a summary of 
the authorisation process, including how to make a submission to the ACCC. 

The conduct 

ANRA is seeking authorisation to conduct a pilot program, supported by the Victorian 
government, which will run for four weeks commencing in August 2008. Under the 
program, Woolworths, Coles and IGA retailers will collectively impose a charge for 
lightweight plastic bags of ten cents per bag. A number of other retailers, including 
Foodworks, Target and Kmart, may also participate in the pilot program. The conduct will 
occur in three locations in Victoria: Fountain Gate Shopping Centre in Narre Warren and 
surrounds; Wangaratta and surrounds; and Warrnambool and surrounds. 

ANRA is also seeking authorisation to allow for the dissemination of information and data 
obtained from the pilot program to ANRA and its members, any other retailers that 
participate in the pilot program, the Victorian government and the Environment Protection 
and Heritage Council. 

Copies of the application for authorisation and the accompanying submission (excluding 
attachments) have been sent with this letter. A full copy of the application for authorisation 
and the accompanying submission (including public attachments) will be available on the 
ACCC's website, wu:w.accc.Rov.au. Alternatively, you can contact Sarah Chubb on 
(02) 6243 1088 to obtain a hard copy of the application and submission. 

Interim authorisation 

ANRA has requested interim authorisation to allow it to commence the pilot program from 
1 August 2008. 

The ACCC decides whether to grant interim authorisation on a case by case basis. Should an 
applicant request interim authorisation, the ACCC will usually consider a range of factors, 



including harm to the applicant and other parties if interim is or is not granted, possible 
benefit and detriment to the public, the urgency of thc matter and whether the market would 
be able to return to substantially its pre-interim state if the ACCC should later deny 
authorisation. 

Rcqucst for submissions 

The ACCC invites you to make a submission on the likely public benefits and effect on 
competition, or any other public detriment, from the proposed arrangements. 

Given the proposed timing for the commencement of the pilot progsam, please provide any 
initial views you may have in rclation to the proposed arrangclncnts by 9 July 2008. Thc 
ACCC will endeavour to issue a draft determination, including a decision on the request for 
intcrim authorisation, by the sccond half of July 2008. 

Please note that parties will have a further opportunity to comment on the application 
following the release of the draft determination. 

If you would like to provide comments orally, please contact Sarah Chubb on 
(02) 6243 1088. 

Submissions, including oral submissions, will be placed on the ACCC's public register 
subject to any request for exclusion (guidelines are attached). 

Please advise the ACCC if you do not wish to make a submission at this time but would like 
to be informed of the progress of the application at the draft and final determination stages. 
If you are able to, please provide a nominated contact email address for future 
correspondence. 

You can also forward this letter to any other party who may wish to make a submission to 
the ACCC regarding the application. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Chubb on (02) 6243 1088 or Jasmine 
Tan on (02) 6243 1 363. 

Yours sincerely 

David Hatfield 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 



Australian National Retailers Association - application for authorisation A91093 

Initial consultation - interested party list 

1. ALDT Stores 

2. Australian Conservation Foundation 

3. The Australian Consumers' Association 

4. Australian Council of Recyclers 

5. Australian Council of Social Service 

6. Australian Food and Grocery Council 

7. Australian Retailers Association 

8. City of Casey 

9. Clean Up Australia 

10. Consumer Affairs Victoria 

11. Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts 

12. Department of Sustainability and Environment 

13. Environment Protection and Heritage Council 

14. EPA Victoria 

15. Foodworks 

1 6. Greenpeace 

17. Metropolitan Waste Management Group 

18. Municipal Association of Victoria 

19. National Association of Retail Grocers of Australia 

20. National Packaging Covenant Industry Association 

2 1. National Retail Association 

22. North East Victorian Waste Management Group 

23. Packaging Council of Australia 

24. Plastics and Chemicals Industries Association 

25. Rural City of Wangaratta 

26. Shopping Centre Council of Australia 

27. Warrnainbool City Council 

28. Waste Management Association of Australia 

29, Zero Waste Australia 


