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Appendix 2 - Letter from the Hon Gavin Jennings MLC, 
Victorian Minister for Environment and Climate Change 
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~ i n i s t e r  for' 
~nvirdnmentand Climatechange . . ' 

Gavin Jennings hat 

Mrs Margy Osmond 1 2 JUN 2m 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian National Retailers Association 
8/16 Bougainville Street 
MANUKA ACT 2603 
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Dear 

i am writing to confirm the Victorian Government's support for a joint gwernment- 
industry trial of voluntary charges for plastic bags. 

As you know, the Victorian Government believes the best environmental and 
economic outcomes can be achieved through a voluntary retaller charge on plastic 
bags at the point of sale. The Government has committed to undertake a pilot 
program to explore the effectiveness of a voluntary charge, applied by retailers, as 
opposed to a mandated charge. 

For thls reason, the Government welcomes the willingness of your members to 
consider participating in a trial to test the effectiveness of different voluntary charges 
for plastic bags. 

The Government supports a four week trial, held at three locations in Victoria. The 
trial would yield valuable information on the consumer response to charges for plastic 
bags. 

' 

The funds raised during the. trlal, ifter meeting the costs of the irial, should be 
devotd to environmental projects. 

I am keen to see the proposed trlal undertaken as soon as posslble to ensure that 
the find~ngs of the trial are available for the next meeting of the Environment 
Protection ahd Heritage Council in November 2008. A successful trial could prove to 
be the basis of a new national arrangement. 

I appreciate that businesses participating in the trial risk placing themselves at a 
competitive d~sadvantage in the market. The Victorian Government will undertake to 
use its best endeavours to minimlse this risk. 

, . 

Yours sincerely . . . . 




