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John Lang 

The ACCC 
Canberra Offlce 

- 
, 

Deer Sirs, 
This is a coverlng letter to accompany our submission on NASR and Others application for 

exemption from the laws governing thlrd line forcing and exclusive dealings. 
We recognize the advantages of having a peak body In control of speedway, but feel that it should be an 
elected end representative body without tles to profit seeking shareholders as is the case with NASR Inc. 
and It's direct and Indivisible partner NASR PTY LTD. 

____L -- 

We want a fair deal for competitors in all divlslons of speedway and freedom for them to enjoy thelr sport 
wherever and whenever they wish, wlthout the restriction as proposed in the application before the ACCC. 

The NASR appllcation was accornpanled by the rnembershlp lists of three of the applicant bodies and 
presented in such a manner that the perception Is that those peoples listed were agreeable to the 
proposal , when In fact it is just a list of members of which a vast majority were unaware their names were 
being used In support of this request. 

Wlth this proposal a NASR licensed driver cannot compete on a track that doesn't carry NASR insurance 
and Is not a NASR approved track. In Western Australia track approval is granted by the West Australian 
Speedway Commission after inspection and ratlng by the Health Department of Western Australia, NASR 
holds no claim to the epproval of tracks and it's only grading Is by whether the track or it's operators hold 
NASR public Liablllty insurance, This In Itself is unlawful and a restrictive trade practice. 

Speedway is a family orientated actlvity whlch In many country centres is a major social outlet for the 
community, restrictions in competitor movement by imposlng draconlan restricttons based on the 
insurance standing of a venue will greatly effect the viability of the many small clubs that are backbone of 
our sport. It is qulte plainly NASR's Intent to force an unhealthy monopoly situation when other comparable 
and cheaper optlons exist In the general Insurance market. 

I would urge you to fully lnvestlgate this appllcation taking inta account the submissions of the many clubs 
and Indlvlduals that are dlrectly affected by thls proposal and reject It for the betterment of speedway and 
It's competitors, 

Yours sincerely 

M 
V 

John Lang 



West Coast Speed- 
A division of 

Auslralian Speedway Drivere and Rldnrs Aseocirrtion 
Reg. No. A1012010B 

36 Morgan Street 
Cannington WA 6 107 

The Oencral Manager 
Adjudidon Bmnoh 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 3131 
Ca~lbcrra ACT 2601 

Re: Bxcluslve I)aaling Notification lodged by NASR mi others 
Your Rcf: C2008/253, C2008/287 and C2008t289 

In rospom to your commudca~ion dated 14 March 2008 a d  with nfma to the 
&vc, m submit the followiq answers to your questions:- 

1. It i s  rwt at all important that a speedway driver hold a NASR ljcence. No 
driving Wt is rtquired, only a medical certificate Bnd ths submiasion of faas. 
'Two other bod$# hat ptovjde Ucencbo for spdway driven arc K~ionul  Dirf 
Racetrr Association Inc. (NDRA), and Ausffaiian Speedway Drivcra and 
Wdrm Asmiation (ASDRA), 
Speedwry events are nm by pack owners or pwnorers, not by NASR. Each 
speedway club operactca irdqmder~tly under dirwtim of its own club 
agpointed officials who, in moat cases in WA, have boen trained by the 
Wosttm Augtrdian Spdwmy Comrnimlon. (WASC) 

Many drivers have h i r  own pemd mident Insmw. The p u p  per~onal 
ins- policy offered by NASR ia deemed by marly to be either inelavant or 
inackquatu for the following rwwms:- 
a) Belf-clmplg.ed people cury Wr own p ~ n d  aocidsnt b u r a n w  

cover that pmvideil tbcm with atanrive wver fbr my typa of widant 
atanytime,24houneday,?day~awcwL. 

b) Unemployed p p l s  mdet edsqunte pbettlon fhm pvsmmant 
qndca M d m  and CooaslSnk, and am not In the poddm of 
beiw at riQ of losing h i r  lirollhood, 

acntrs,: Tmor lileokss 
36 Morgan Strwt, C+llnhgt#r WABl07 Phone: 08 9160 3138 1 MblSIle' 0427 442 486 



C) NASR'U p u p  policy does not alhw for ovenlight ara).; when the 
evcnt is at a distant track and for reasons of cufcty, psrticipts apt to 
drive home the following day. 

8) Thm rn policies available from Hinsn Insurance Bmkas Pty I,td, 
9LE Worldwide hwanct ,  Gnlbiaed Insurance of Australia and 
othera, Hirttg prwide a Gmup Pemnal Accident Policy at varyhe 
raws depending an the cmcgory requhcd eg. driver, pit cww, official. 
(See attached Schsddc of huraace). 

e) By tfwir own admission, as stated in item 4 of your communication, 
NASR'e group ptrsond injuxy inaurance does not apply b non-N~$R 
approved war, events or h k a .  M t y  out of thc twenty seven 
operational mks in WA are non-NASR tracks. 

NASR will not llhw a driver to obtain their own insurance inatead of the 
inswan# provided rn a 'member benefit' of the NASR licence. They ingirt 
thnt the drfvcr must pay the insurance fec in o d a  to obin  a driver's lice=. 
They havo bwn upmating in this tnanner fbr some years and have recentb) tied 
the liance and inswance together ao B so aalled 'member benefit' to side step 
the law. The Wver i s  forced to p y  for the I n s u m  that & dues not need in 
ordcr to yct the licence to race on a NASR insumd (rack. In cffeat NASR are 
pnvrmting drivm tbrm obteining their own insurance iutaad of NASR's 
inaurance, becaw they will not ~cognise the fixt that inm-rulce n d  to bc 
gtparatd h ~ n  the driva'a l h w  in vrda to give the driver the option of 
choo8ing an insurance poljcy that suite his circumstances. These items can be 
p u r c h d  s4parately rhrotlgh otha organisasions, 

4. Many drivem ~ c a  at both NASR and non-NASR approved tracks md events 
but are reqriired to carry two personal mident  insurance pbljciee~ to do su 
b u s c  under NASR's conditions thay would lose their personal m i d a t  
intrwmce. Z)lrjvers with non-NASR licences and thelr own insurance are king 
unnscesely discriminated against as w d s  which tracks rhcy can attend. 
Thy arc not accepted at NASR tracks fbr no othw reason thnn that NASR are 
trying to crsata a mon.opoly. 

NASR'a coditions preclude competition between tracb d club and 
miousl y diudvanQ# arndlm cluk and country tracks. We wodd like to see 
intatclub competition encouregad llnd drimg given frtcdom to race when and 
where thay p l a w ,  It should nut have any bearing on their personal accident 
insurance. 

5 .  NASR approved is not squired for any trcrck, thoueh NASR have ken 
d p u l a t i n ~  to make pcople bclicva othurwiec. In WA the West AwtraGan 
Speedway Cmmis~ion Inc, though the WA Hcalth Departmmt have sale 
authority and rcaponeibility fat approving auitabillty and cla~lflcatlon of WA 
apeedway vmce.  

6. It ia dasirrrblt for driven to k l o q  to a ndonal body if they are expecting to 
cornp@e at a national avant, However, a6 the rnajwlty wodd not b i n t m t d  



in campding donal ly ,  it would apposlr unreasonable to expect evaryhody to 
join this national My. 
We mwgniae thr ad van^ of- a prink body in w m l  of motoreports, 
but fd that it s W d  be an electd and rapmntative body without tics to 
buaiwsm that would profit f h m  decisions bciry made by that body. This 
alactod M t i d  body d d  then take twponshility fbr stamhdshg rules 
rraJ iqxcificatiom fw each c u  division ctc, and atbrr organisations would be 
UnnCCcsMfy. 

Fnr thc: reasons given above, we m y l y  mmmcnd that NASR not be exmpted 
b m  the laws g o v ~  third line hrcing md awciwiva &dings. Similmly, track 
op%ra@a and car clubs U u l d  aot be cxamptcd h r n  exclusive dding conduct or 
third line f d y  laws. We want EI him d . 4  br drivers af dl divisions md ffedom 
for them to eqjoy their eport wharever and whenever they are able. 

JO& Lmg 
Praidenrt 
West Cokutt Spebdctlfs 
Auatfalian Speedway Drivern and Kidem Aswrciation Inc 
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Hon A Carpcutor - M e r  
I.Ian J Kobe.h - Miniatar fat Spwt 
Hon S McHala - Minister fbr Cdnsumar APXg.irm 
Hctn J McGinty - A t t o w  Gemml 


