
Our Ref A9 1072-A9 1074 
Contact Officer: Shane Chisholm 
Contact Phone: (02) 6243 1252 

) Australian 

Commission 

GPO Box 3131 
Canberra ACT 2601 

23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 2601 

tel: (02) 6243 11 11 
fax: (02) 6243 1 199 

29 February 2008 

Liza Carver 
Partner 
Gilbert + Tobin 
GPO Box 3810 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Dear Ms Carver 

Newcastle Port Corporation application for authorisation A91072-A91074 
- draft determination 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has issued a draft 
determination in respect of the application for authorisation lodged by Newcastle Port 
Corporation (NPC) on 4 December 2007. 

Draft determination 

A copy of the ACCC's draft determination is attached, including a summary of its reasons. 
For the reasons set out in its draft determination, the ACCC proposes to grant authorisation 
until 3 1 December 2008. The ACCC's assessment is set out in Chapter 6 of the draft 
determination. This draft determination also contains the ACCC's assessment of the 
applications for authorisation made by Donaldson Coal Pty Limited (A91 075-A91 077) on 
7 December 2007. 

Next steps 

Once the ACCC issues a draft determination, the applicants or any interested party who may 
be dissatisfied with the draft determination may request that the ACCC convene a 'pre- 
decision conference'. A pre-decision conference provides the opportunity for interested 
parties to make oral submissions in relation to the draft determination. Conferences are 
conducted informally and while legal or professional advisers are able to attend they are not 
entitled to participate in the discussion. 

If you wish the ACCC to hold a pre-decision conference in relation to the draft determination, 
you must notifl the ACCC in writing by 14 March 2008. 




