
RRA Application to the ACCC [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] Page 1 of 2 

Balint, llona 

From: Mclnerney, Patrick [Patrick.Mclnerney@environment.gov.au] 

Sent: Tuesday, I 9  February 2008 355 PM 

To: Balint, Ilona 

Subject: RRA Application to the ACCC [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear Ms Balint 
I am writing in response to your request for information to assist the ACCC with its consideration of 
a submission by the Green Cooling Council (GCC) to Refrigerant Reclaim Australia's (RRA) 
application for revocation and substitution. In recent correspondence with the Department of the 
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts the ACCC notes that page 7 of the GCC's submission 
states that: 

"The field is the subject of considerable legislative development like the National Greenhouse and 
Energy Reporting Act 2007 and the planned legislative reform consequential to the Government's 
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change. " 

Moreover, the ACCC asked: 

1. Could the Department please provide details on possible developments as a 
result of the Government's ratiJication of the Kyoto Protocol which may be 
relevant to the ACCC's consideration of RRA 's application, and 

2. Could the Department also indicate what implications there are, ifany, for 
RRA as a result of the implementation of the National Greenhouse and 
Energy Reporting Act 2007. 

The Department has consulted with the Department of Climate Change on these matters and on this 
basis is able to provide the following information. 

There do not appear to be any major implications for RRA directly resulting from implementation of 
the National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting (NGER) Act 2007. The NGER Act is concerned with 
mandatory reporting of greenhouse gas emissions and energy data. While this legislation will require 
certain companies to report emissions of hydrofluorocarbon refrigerants from refrigeration and air 
conditioning equipment, this would not appear to have any significant direct bearing on RRA's 
activities. 

In relation to developments arising from ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, there are no measures 
directly resulting from this action which appear to be relevant to the ACCC's consideration of 
RRA's application. 

More broadly, however, it is worth noting that the Department of Climate Change is working 
towards establishing an Australian Emissions Trading Scheme (AETS) by 201 0. The role of 
synthetic greenhouse gases in the AETS, and the likely impacts on RRA, will not be evident until 
coverage and design issues are resolved, later this year. Therefore, it would not appear possible for 
the ACCC to take these matters into consideration, given the proposed timeframe for assessing 
RRA's application. 

Yours sincerely 
Patrick McInerney 
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A/g Assistant Secretary 
Environment Protection Branch 
19 February 2008 

------ 
If you have received this transmission in error please notify us immediately by return e-mail and 
delete all copies. If this e-mail or any attachments have been sent to you in error, that error does not 
constitute waiver of any confidentiality, privilege or copyright in respect of information in the e-mail 
or attachments. 


