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North East Valleys Wine Group Pty Ltd 
Applications for authorisation A91080 & A91081 - draft determination 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has issued a draft 
determination in respect of the applications for authorisation lodged by North East Valleys 
Wine Group Pty Ltd (NEV) on 2 1 December 2007. 

NEVlodged the applications on behalf of itself and 39 wine grape growers (Growers) located 
in the Alpine Valleys and King Valley region of Victoria. NEV is seeking authorisation for 
NEV and Growers to appoint NEV to act as an agent for the collective sale of Growers' wine 
grapes and as a purchasing agent for f m  services. 

Draft determination 

A copy of the ACCC's draft determination is attached, including a summary of its reasons. 
The ACCC's assessment is set out in Chapter 5 on pages 13 to 22. 

The ACCC proposes to grant authorisation for Growers to appoint a common agent (NEV) to 
provide (by itself and through a sub-agent, Winegrapes Australia Pty Ltd (WGA)): 

commercial consulting services in relation to grape supply contracts, including pricing 
advice 

sales agency services in respect of grape sales, and 

f m  supply procurement services. 

The ACCC does not propose to authorise Growers to provide NEV andlor WGA with details 
of the prices paid or being negotiated, or the identity of parties to negotiations for the 
individual sale of wine grapes by Growers. 



At this stage the ACCC proposes to limit the authorisation granted for NEV and/or WGA to 
act as an agent for Growers providing farm supply procurement services for the procurement 
of telecommunications goods and services and insurance products. 

Next steps 

Once the ACCC issues a draft determination, the Applicants or any interested party who may 
be dissatisfied with the ACCC's draft determination may request that the ACCC convene a 
'pre-decision conference'. A pre-decision conference provides the opportunity for interested 
parties to make oral submissions in relation to the draft determination. Conferences are 
conducted informally and while legal or professional advisers are able to attend they are not 
entitled to participate in the discussion. 

If you wish the ACCC to hold a pre-decision conference in relation to the draft determination, 
you must notifl the ACCC in writing by Thursday, 28 February 2008. 

Alternatively, you are invited to make a written submission in response to the ACCC's draft 
determination. Submissions should be lodged by Thursday, 6 March 2008 at the following 
address: 

The General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission 
PO Box 3131 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Submissions can also be lodged by e-mail to adiudicationO,accc.~ov.au or by facsimile on 
02 6243 1211. 

Submissions will be placed on the ACCC's public register subject to any request for 
exclusion (guidelines are attached). 

The ACCC will consider any submissions it receives, including any oral submissions made 
should a pre-decision conference be called, and will then release a final determination in 
relation to these applications. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter please do not hesitate to contact Danielle Staltari on 02 6243 1362. 

Yours sincerely 

Gavin Jones 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 



ORGANIS ATION 

VicAlps Winery 
Plunkett Fowles 
Sam Miranda of the King Valley 
King Valley Wines at Whitfield 
Rutherglen Estates 
Michelini Brothers 
John Stokes at Carboor 
Boyntons 
Victorian Alps Winery Gapsted 
Wireless Communications 
Hardy Wine Company 
Y alumb a 
Grant Burge Wines 
Tinlins Wines 
Fosters Group Limited 
Domaine Chandon 
Brown Brothers. 
David Traeger Wines 
Endeavour Wines 
Scotchmans Hill 
Mitchelton Wines 
McGuigan Simeon 
Casella Wines 
Winemakers Federation of Australia 
Victorian Wine Industry Association 
Portfolio Planning Solutions 


