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Dear Mr Morgan 

North East Valleys Wine Group Pty Ltd 
Applications for authorisation A91080 & A91081 - draft determination 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has issued a draft 
determination in respect of the applications for authorisation lodged by North East Valleys 
Wine Group Pty Ltd (NEV) on 21 December 2007. 

Draft determination 

A copy of the ACCC's draft determination is attached, including a summary of its reasons. 
The ACCC's assessment is set out in Chapter 5 on pages 13 to 22. 

The ACCC proposes to grant authorisation for Growers to appoint a common agent (NEV) to 
provide (by itself and through a sub-agent, Winegrapes Australia Pty Ltd (WGA)): 

commercial consulting services in relation to grape supply contracts, including pricing 
advice . 

sales agency services in respect of grape sales, and 

farm supply procurement services. 

The ACCC does not propose to authorise Growers to provide NEV andlor WGA with details 
of the prices paid or being negotiated, or the identity of parties to negotiations for the 
individual sale of wine grapes by Growers. 



At this stage the ACCC proposes to limit the authorisation granted for NEV and/or WGA to 
act as an agent for Growers providing f m  supply procurement services for the procurement 
of telemmmmicatians goods and services and insurance products. 

Should NEV wish tbe ACCC to consider extending the proposed authorisation for NEV 
andlor WGA to act as tin agent to Growers in acquking fann supplies to other goods and 
services it should provide details of he relevant goods and services to the ACCC as soon as 
possible, but in any event by no later than Thursday, 28 Pebrulav 2008, 

Please note that should NEV wish the ACCC to consider extending the authorisation 
proposed to be granted to this limb of the applications to other goods and services the ACCC 
would be likely to publicly consult relevant interested parties prior to issuing la final 
detmination. 

Next steps 

Once the ACCC issues a draft determination, the Applicants or any interested party who may 
be dissatisfied with the ACCC's draft determination may request that the ACCC convene a 
"re-decision conference'. A pre-decision conference provides the opportunity for interested 
p&rties to make oral submissions in relation to the draft determination. Conferences are 
conducted informally and while legal or professional advisers are able to attend they are not 
entitled to participate in the discussion. 

If you wish the ACCC to hold a prdecision conference in relation to the draR determination, 
you must notify the ACCC! in writing by Theasday, 28 February 2008. 

Alternatively, you are invited to make a written submission in response to the ACCC's draft 
detmination. Submissions should be lodged by Thumday, 6 March 2008. 

The ACCC will. consider any submissions it receives, including my oral submissions made 
should a pre-decision codrenee be called, and will then release a final determination in 
ref ation to x>ese applications. 

Submissions will be placed on the ACCC's public register subject to any request for 
exclusion (guidelines are attached). 

This letter has been pliiced on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss m y  aspect 
of this matter please c b ~  not hesitate to contact Danielile Staltan' on 02 6243 1362. 

Yours sincefdy 

David Hatfield 
Acting Generdl Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


