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Dear Mr Annitage 

Exclusive Dealing Notification N93645 lodged by St Vincent's Private Hospital - 
interested party submissions 

1 refer to the above exclusive dealing notification lodged with the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (the ACCC) on 7 November 2008. 

As you are aware, on 20 November 2008 the ACCC wrote to interested parties seeking 
submissions in relation to the notification. A copy of all public submissions received to date 
are attached. All publicly available submissions are also posted on the ACCC's public 
register at ww\v.accc.gov.au. 

The ACCC invites to you comment on the issues raised through interested party consultation. 

Further, to assist the ACCC to better understand how the market for anaesthetist services 
works in the case of St Vincent's Private Hospital (SV Private) and St Vincent's Public 
Hospital (SV Public), and assess the likely public benefits and public detriments arising from 
the notified arrangement, the ACCC also seeks your response to the following: 

1. Please describe the nature of competition between anaesthetists who are accredited to 
provide services at SV Private. In particular: 

(a) What factors does the Board of St Vincent's and Mater Health Sydney Limited 
take into account when evaluating the credentials of anaesthetists? 

(b) Is SV Private restricted in the number of anaesthetists which may be accredited 
at any given time 



(c) How are anaesthetists allocated work at SV Private? 

(d) How are fees set for anaesthetist services at SV Private? 

(e) Can surgeons choose to work with their preferred accredited anaesthetists at SV 
Private? 

2. Please provide details about the supply of anaesthetists at SV Public. In particular: 

(a) Is there a current or projected shortage of anaesthetists at SV Public? 

(b) What are the implications of any such shortage? 

(c) What action has been taken to reduce any such shortage? 

(d) Who determines the number of anaesthetist positions which are available at SV 
Public? How many anaesthetists currently service SV Public? On average, how 
many anaesthetist vacancies at SV Public are available at any given time? 

(e) How are the salaries for anaesthetists servicing SV Public determined? 

3. Following accreditation at SV Public, what kind of rostering arrangement would the 
successful anaesthetist be required to participate in? What is the minimum allocation 
of time which the anaesthetist must spend at SV Public? Generally, would an 
anaesthetist be able to service more than one public hospital? 

4. Please provide details of any other instances where conduct similar to that notified has 
been necessary to address shortages of supply of medical professionals in public 
hospitals. 

I would appreciate it if you could provide a response to interested party submissions and 
these questions by 8 January 2009. Your response is important to the assessment of the 
benefits and detriments of the notified conduct. Given the complex nature of the arrangement, 
ACCC staff would also be available to attend a meeting to discuss the arrangement and your 
response to the issues raised. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, or arrange a meeting, please do not hesitate to contact Monica Bourke on 
02 6243 1351. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr Richard Chadwick 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 



Submissions received to date 

Dr Ian Stevenson - 25.1 1.08 

Dr Roger Levy - 27.1 1.08 

Dr R J Cammack - 27.1 1.08 

Dr Joanna Rae Sutherland - 27.1 1.08 

Name withheld - 28.1 1.08 

Name withheld2 - 28.1 1.08 

Dr Michael W.D Levitt - 28.1 1.08 

Dr Lindsay John McBride - 29.1 1.08 

Name withheld - 29.1 1.08 

Dr Ian Woodforth - 30.1 1.08 

Dr Stephen Klugrnan - 30.1 1.08 

Name withheld - 30.1 1.08 

Name withheld - 01.12.08 

Australian Society of Anaesthetists - 01.12.08 

Name withheld2 - 01.12.08 

Name withheld3 - 01.12.08 

Dr Nicholas Robson - 01.12.08 

Dr Brian Pezzutti - 02.12.08 

Dr Paul Ferris - 02.12.08 

Dr David Bollinger - 02.12.08 

Dr Murray Selig - 02.12.08 

Dr Michael Mersiades - 02.12.08 

Name withheld - 02.12.08 

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons - 03.12.08 



Australian Medical Association (NSW) Limited - 03.12.08 

Name withheld - 04.12.08 

Name withheld - 04.12.08 

NSW Department of Health - 09.12.08 

Dr William Herlihy - 09.12.08 


