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Thank you for your invitation to provide comments regarding AgStewardship 
Australia Limited's application for authorisation to impose a four cent levy 
perlkilogram on manufacturers and suppliers of Agricultural and Veterinary chemical 
containers. We note that the application does not seek to impose a new or additional 
levy, but rather is to replace the current authorisation (A90963) which expires on 3 1 
December 2008, and transfers the responsibility for collection and fund holding for all 
levies collected from AgSafe Limited to AgStewardship Australia Limited. 

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage ar tHkh 

The Department does not administer legislation that regulates the disposal of 
agricultural and veterinary chemical (agvet chemical) containers. Nevertheless, the 
Department does provide expert scientific advice to the Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority regarding the environmental risks posed by 
manufacture, handling and use of agvet chemicals (in order for it to fulfil its statutory 
requireinents regarding protection of the environment). In addition, the Department 
has been involved in programs such as ChemCollect which enabled collection and 
safe disposal of certain organochlorine pesticides, noting that ChemClear follows 
from ChemCollect. We are, therefore, positive towards mechanisms that ensure that 
waste agvet chemicals and their containers are disposed of appropriately via 
ChemClear and drumMUSTER, respectively. These programs are of significant 
benefit to end-users of chemicals, as they provide a legal disposal route for agvet 
chemicals and their containers. 

As the levy is applied on per kilogram basis across all manufacturers and suppliers of 
agvet chemical containers in Australia, its imposition is unlikely to affect domestic 
competition. 

Given the above, the Department endorses AgStewardship Australia Limited's 
application for authorisation. 

Yours sincerely, 

Diana Wright 
First ~ s s i s t an t  Secretary 
Environment Quality Division 
21 November 2008 


