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Bourke, Monica 

Dear Ms Bourke, 
I am an anaesthetist in practice in NSW, and am registered with the NSW Medical Board. I 

am presently in private practice, accredited to The Mater Hospital 
St. George Private Hospital 
Hunters Hill Private Hospital 
Ophthalmic Surgery Centre Chatswood 
Southline Eye Surgery Centre. 

I find the arguments put forward in the St Vincents Hosp submission 1\93645, both ridiculous 
and offensive.1 work at The Mater Hospital-the sister hospital to St Vincents, which is governed 
by the same board (st Vincents and Mater Health); here there are no restrictions other than 
satifying all the normal accreditation requirements referred to in the ASA submission. The 
standard of anaesthetic care at this hospital is of top standard and I ' m  sure the Joint Board 
would agree that there is absolutely no issue with anaesthetic care received by patients a t  the 
Mater. 
I also give anaesthetics at St George Private Hospital, which is on the St George Public 

hospital campus. There are no restrictions like those at St Vincents, and anybody can apply to 
work there provided they have appropriate qualifications and meet the requirements set by the 
hospital board under advisement of the MAC. There is NO requirement to be accredited to the 
public hospital! Once again I think the Anaesthetists working at the Private would be very 
offended to be told that they were lesser qualified to give careful safe anaesthesia than their 
colleagues at the public hospital (most of whom work at both hospitals anyway).Nor do I 
believe that those anaesthetists who work at the public hospital would say that the quality of 
care at the hospital is compromised by having other anaesthetists working at the Private, as is 
suggested in the St Vincent submission. 

Finally if the board of St Vincents really believe that quality of care is dependent on a public 
hospital appointment, why on earth does this only apply to anaesthetists??? Why have any 
surgeons , especially those with large practices, been forever allowed to to work at the 
hospital??? This has nothing to do with quality of care for private or public patients! in fact 
many surgeon/anaesthetist teams that have worked efficiently together in other hospitals are 
suddenly prevented from doing so when that surgeon applies to work at St Vincents Private, 
probably to the detriment of the patients. Having a surgeon and anaesthetist who are familiar 
with each others work is probably one of the things that makes i t  much safer for the patients in 
our care. 

No this is not about patient care, i t  is about preserving a monopoly for the St 
Vincents anaesthetists that has been allowed to go on for far too long. I t  benefits no-one except 
members of that exclusive club who are allowed to work at the hospital with no competion from 
others. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express these views. 

Yours Sincerely 
Paul Ferris 


