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21 November 2008 

Mr Darrell Channing 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 
ACCC 
GPO Box 3131 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Dear Mr Channing, 

AgStewardship Australia Limited application for authorization A91105 

I refer to your letter of 6 November 2008 inviting VMDA to make a submission in 
regard to the above-mentioned application. On behalf of VMDA, I thank you for the 
opportunity to comment on the matter. 

By way of background, VMDA is a memberdriven organisation, and its members 
are encouraged to contribute to the successful future of the animal health 
industry by sharing their concerns and expertise with colleagues. The majority of 
member companies are manufacturers operating in NSW, Victoria, Queensland 
and South Australia. Current membership consists of 28 manufacturers, 4 
consultant member companies (that service manufacturers) and 3 wholesalers 
that operate in a number of states. 

Of the 28 manufacturers 4 are international companies and their turnover varies from 
approximately $10 million to $65 million per annum. The bulk of the manufacturing 
membership consists of small to medium Australian owned enterprises whose 
individual turnover of registrable veterinary products varies from $1 million to $10 
million. In addition, some manufacturer members are also members of the Pet Industry 
Association of Australia (PIAA), another industry organisation that VMDA represents 
at industry forums such as the Industry Liaison Committee of the Australian Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA). In terms of total turnover this 
grouping represents almost half of the Australian animal health market. 

Concerning application A91 105, VMDA is strongly supportive of it. We believe the 
history of the drurnMuster program and the recycling of over 12 Million 20 litre 
equivalent drums demonstrates the public benefit of this program. The alternative 
would be to bury or bum these drums which would be to the public detriment. 

The Agsafe group which has been entrusted with the management of this program has 
been able to operate at the same levy of 4 cents per litre/Kilogram since its 
commencement. 



Furthermore, the proceeds of the same levy now pays for the operation of the 
ChernClear program also. This program permits farmers to dispose of unwanted 
chemicals from their farm. Having an avenue for disposal of these chemicals averts the 
public detriment if they were to fall into the wrong hands or children. 

The 4 cent per litre/kilogram levy is about 30% of what it costs for a similar program in 
New Zealand and less than in other countries, whose recycling systems we have 
studied. 

VMDA endorses the AgStewardship application. 

Yours sincerely 

Bob SchufTt 
Executive Director 


