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Donohue, Erin 

From: Rutherford, Peter [Peter.Rutherford@health.wa.gov.au] 

Sent: Monday, 17 November 2008 4:40 PM 

To: Donohue, Erin 

Subject: Application A91 105 

Dear Ms Donohue, 

Further to our telephone conversation this afternoon, I tender the following comments in support of the 
AgStewardship Australia Ltd application number A91 105 to extend the existing authorisation to impose a four 
cent per litrelkilogram levy on the retail sale of agvet chemicals. 

These comments are provided on behalf of the Western Australian Department of Health (DOH), and the 
Pesticides Advisory Committee (PeAC), a statutory committee established under the Health Act 191 1. The 
PeAC represents the Departments of Health; Agriculture and Food; Water; Environment; Worksafe WA and 
the Chemistry Centre of WA. The DOH provides the Chair of the Committee and administrative support. 

Both the DOH and the PeAC fully support the current authorisation as it provides a cost effective means of 
delivering environmental and public health benefits through the removal of waste and unwanted agvet 
chemicals (Chemclear) and containers (DrumMuster) which would otherwise accumulate on farms, in storage 
buildings and the environment. 

By any measure, both industry programs have been extremely successful since their inception. Chemclear 
has collected and destroyed almost 120 tonnes of unwanted agvet chemical from all States and Territories 
since 1993, while DrumMuster has collected nearly 12 million containers nationally since 1999, from which 
over 16000 tonnes of recyclable material has been retrieved. 

The costs of operating the DrumMuster scheme appear to be easily met from the current 4 cent per litrelkg 
imposed at the point of retail sale, and in our view, provides a most equitable means of accumulating the 
requisite funds. 

Funding the operation of the Chemclear scheme is more complex - as it depends whether the chemical being 
collected is a group 1 or group 2 chemical. From all viewpoints, the collection of Group 1 chemicals free of 
charge is to be supported, however, the imposition of a charge for the collection of Group 2 chemicals may 
provide a disincentive for those who hold such chemicals to offer them for collection and destruction. An 
alternative approach may be to instigate a DrumMuster-type levy on agvet chemicals at the point of retail sale, 
sufficient to cover the costs of the Chemclear operation. 

Notwithstanding these comments, both the DOH and the PeAC believe that both the DrumMuster and 
Chemclear schemes are good examples of industry self-regulation and AgStewardship's application for 
authorisation is supported. 

Please contact me if you need any points of clarification, or further information. 

Yours sincerely, 

Peter Rutherford 

Secretary, Pesticides Advisory Committee 
Principal Policy Officer (Legislation) 
Regulatory Support Unit 
Public Health Division 
Department of Health 
189 Royal Street 
East Perth WA 6004 

ph. 08 9222 4279 
fax. 08 9222 2322 
mob. 0434 077 21 3 


