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Dear Mr Bieg 

Recruitment & Consulting Services Association Limited application for authorisation 
A91102 - interim authorisation decision 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has decided to grant 
interim authorisation in respect of the application for authorisation lodged by the Recruitment 
& Consulting Services Association Limited (RCSA) on 25 September 2008. A copy of the 
ACCC's decision is attached. 

Interim authorisation protects the arrangements for which authorisation is sought from legal 
action under the relevant provisions of the Trade Practices Act 1974 while the ACCC 
considers and evaluates the merits of the application. 

Next steps 

For your information, the next step in the process is for the ACCC to release a draft 
determination which will take account of any submissions from the RCSA and interested 
parties and will indicate the ACCC's preliminary views on the merits of the application. The 
ACCC will give both the RCSA and interested parties the opportunity to provide a further 
submission on the draft determination before the ACCC issues its final decision. 

As noted in the attached decision, the ACCC may review its decision on interim authorisation 
at any time. In this regard the ACCC will reconsider this decision at the time of issuing its 
draft determination. The ACCC's decision in relation to interim authorisation should not be 
taken to be indicative of whether or not final authorisation will be granted by the ACCC. 



This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Jasmine Tan on (02) 6243 1363. 

Yours sincerely 

David Hatfield 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 
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Recruitment & Consulting Services Association Limited authorisation 
application A91 102 

Interim authorisation decision 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has decided to grant 
interim authorisation in respect of the application for authorisation lodged by the Recruitment 
& Consulting Services Association Limited (RCSA) on 25 September 2008. 

The RCSA is seeking authorisation for arrangements for compliance with a Code for 
Professional Practice, its accompanying schedule, the Disciplinary & Dispute Resolution 
Procedures, and the RCSA's Constitution. 

Interim authorisation 

The ACCC grants interim authorisation to the RCSA to make a contract, arrangement or 
understanding by which participants agree to adhere to a code for professional practice (the 
Code) administered in accordance with the RCSA's Constitution and its Disciplinary & 
Dispute Resolution Procedures which together provide a regime for the imposition upon 
members of sanctions that may include expulsion, suspension, fines etc. as set out in the 
application for authorisation A91 102. 

Reasons for decision 

In assessing the request for interim authorisation, the ACCC considers that the conduct to be 
engaged in under interim authorisation appears to be largely similar to existing arrangements 
which have been authorised for five years. As such, the ACCC considers that maintaining the 
status quo while the ACCC considers the substantive application for authorisation is likely to 
cause less disruption to the industry than would be caused by denying interim authorisation. 

Reconsideration of decision 

The ACCC may review its decision on interim authorisation at any time. 


