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Chisholm, Shane --- 
From: Robertson Lucas [L.Robertson@vrc.net.au] 

Sent: Friday, 10 October 2008 5:00 PM 

To: Chisholm, Shane 

Subject: Exclusive Dealing Notification N93527 (Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust) 

Dear Mr Chisholm 

I am responding to the Commission's letter of 23 September 2008 addressed to our Chairman, Mr Rod 
Fitzroy, regarding the above notification. 

Victoria Racing Club Limited (VRC) is the operator of Flemington Racecourse, Melbourne. VRC appreciates 
the opportunity to comment on the above notification, and makes the following points generally in support of 
the conduct proposed by Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground Trust: 

Tying a certain method of payment to the products of a single payment services provider generally 
provides a sporting venue with the opportunity to offer exclusive supply or sponsorship rights, which 
will result in significant additional revenue. The venue operator can then use this revenue to improve 
the facilities and events at the venue (including parking and other matters of general amenity), and/or 
to lower the prices of tickets, food, beverages and services to patrons, or to absorb costs that would 
otherwise result in price increases. In this case, we would expect the notifying party's trust objects to 
support and encourage the use of any rights fees in this fashion. 

Using a single payment provider means that upgrades in technology can often be implemented more 
quickly and cost-efficiently through the close relationship established between venue and payment 
services provider. This produces benefits sooner for patrons in the form of innovation, service 
efficiencies and fixes to existing problems which have the effect of reducing queuing times and 
aggravation, and making it simpler to complete a purchase. It is not always possible to achieve these 
changes in a similar timeframe or in a cost-effective fashion when dealing with a group of payment 
service providers. 

One of the ways in which a venue operator can make a difference in the community through donations, 
events and other philanthropic activities is to partner with one of its major sponsors. This is a further 
illustration of the direct public benefits achievable through exclusive sponsorship or supply 
arrangements, including those which may require notification under the Trade Practices Act 1974. 

I note that VRC does not currently have payment arrangements of this nature in place. However, we may 
investigate such a proposal in future should the above notification be successful. I would appreciate it if you 
could keep me up-to-date with the progress of this notification, by using the email address below. 

Yours sincerely 

Lucas Robertson 
General Counsel 
VICTORIA RACING CLUB LIMITED 
A.C.N. 119 214 078 
448 Epsom Road 
Flemington VIC 3031 

Direct Line: (03) 8378 0710 
Mobile: 0414 642 242 
I.robertson@vrc.net.au 
www.vrc.net.au 


