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Dear Mr Fairweather 

Third line forcing notification N92719 lodged by 
the Boating Industry Association of NSW Ltd 

I refer to my letter of 17 July 2007 and your response, dated 1 1 September 2007, in 
respect of the above third line forcing notification. 

Broadly the notified conduct can be described as the Boating Industry Association of 
NSW (BIA) requiring exhibitors in its exhibition halls at the Sydney International Boat 
Show (the boat show) to use only approved electrical, rigging, furniture, stands & 
carpet and plant suppliers at their exhibition stands. 

As explained in my letter of 17 July 2007, the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) has received correspondence raising concerns with the notified 
conduct. 

Having considered the concerns raised, and your response, it is not intended that further 
action be taken in respect of this matter at this stage. 

In reaching this position regard was had to the further information provided by the BIA 
that: 

The BIA has a policy of placing all major supply contracts up for tender at least 
every three years. Tenders for supply of relevant services for the Sydney 



International Boat Show are required to address issues such as: appropriate 
licensing and accreditation; occupational health and safety; WorkCover 
compliance; capacity to supply; pricing to the BIA and exhibitors; timeliness of 
supply and installation; age and condition of equipment; compliance with 
Australian standards; on site monitoring and service. 

The BIA provides exemptions for exhibitors wishing to engage a company or 
business to construct a custom built stand. 

The notified arrangements assist the BIA in providing a safe and secure 
environment during the construction phase for the boat show, and a safe exhibition 
providing adequate public safety. 

Regard was also had to the BIA's submission that the following factors are important in 
limiting the number of contractors: 

The BIA is better able to control its contractors and their staff and ensure 
Occupational Health and Safety and WorkCover requirements are met. 

Efficiency and timeliness - decisions can be made and implemented more 
efficiently by having only one person to communicate with in respect of each 
service. 

Logistical movements can be controlled and managed better with exclusive 
contractors given that the venues loading dock is small, becomes easily congested, 
and that during the move in period (72 hours) there are approximately 1000 vehicle 
movements. 

Quality of workmanship - ensuring that services supplied meet quality design and 
installation standards. 

As with any notification, the ACCC may act to remove the immunity afforded by this 
notification at a later stage if it is satisfied that the likely benefit to the public fi-om the 
conduct will not outweigh the likely detriment to the public fi-om the conduct. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any 
aspect of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Gavin Jones on (03) 9290 1475. 

Yours sincerely . - aa Scott Gregson 

General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


