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Contact Officer: Cameron Martin 
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3 January 2007 

Dear 

Motor Trades Association of Australia - application for authorisation A91025 
- interested party consultation 

Introduction 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) is currently conducting 
an interested party consultation process in relation to an application for authorisation by the 
Motor Trades Association of Australia (the MTAA). The MTAA is seeking authorisation for 
the development of a real times guide for smash repairs and the promotion the times guide to 
smash repairers and insurers in Australia. 

The purpose of this letter is to invite you, as a potentially interested party, to comment on the 
issues outlined in this letter and the MTAA's application. 

Background 

The ACCC is the independent Australian Government agency responsible for administering 
the Trade Practices Act 1974 (the Act). A key objective of the Act is to prevent anti- 
competitive arrangements or conduct, thereby encouraging competition and efficiency in 
business resulting in a greater choice for consumers in price, quality and service. 

The Act, however, allows the ACCC to grant immunity from legal action for anti-competitive 
conduct in certain circumstances. One way businesses may obtain immunity is to apply for 
what is known as an 'authorisation' from the ACCC. Broadly, the ACCC may 'authorise' 
businesses to engage in anti-competitive arrangements or conduct where it is satisfied that the 
public benefit from the arrangements or conduct outweighs any public detriment. 



In assessing the public benefits and detriments of an authorisation application, the ACCC 
undertakes a public consultation process seeking comments on the application from interested 
parties. Following an initial consultation process, the ACCC will issue a draft decision for 
comment. The ACCC will then reconsider the application in light of any further submissions, 
and release its final decision. 

The application 

A copy of the application is enclosed for your information. This document, along with its 
attachments, will also be available on the ACCC's website: www.accc.nov.au (by following the 
Public Registers and Authorisations links). 

Request for interim authorisation 

The MTAA has also requested interim authorisation for its application. In particular, the 
MTAA seeks interim authorisation to begin the promotion of the proposed times guide while 
its substantive application is being considered by the ACCC. The MTAA's submission in 
relation to interim authorisation can be found at page 24 of the attached document. 

The ACCC endeavours to deal with requests for interim authorisation quickly. In making an 
assessment as to whether it is appropriate to grant interim authorisation, the ACCC is not 
required to undertake a full assessment of the benefit and detriment likely to arise as a result 
of the proposed conduct. 

The ACCC decides whether to grant interim authorisation on a case by case basis. Should an 
applicant request interim authorisation, the ACCC will usually consider a range of factors, 
including harm to the applicant and other parties if interim is or is not granted, possible 
benefit and detriment to the public, the urgency of the matter and whether the market would 
be able to return to substantially its pre-interim state if the ACCC should later deny 
authorisation. 

Request for submissions on the application for authorisation 

To assist the ACCC in assessing the application for authorisation made by the MTAA, you 
are invited to provide comments responding to the application. In particular, your view is 
sought as to the likely benefits to the public and the potential effect on competition of the 
proposed arrangements. The ACCC will progress its assessment of the application in a timely 
manner. An indicative timetable is set out below for your information. 

If you wish to provide comment on the MTAA's request for interim authorisation, I would be 
grateful if you could do so by close of business Wednesday, 17 January 2007. 

If you intend to provide a submission in relation to the MTAA's overall application for 
authorisation, please do so by close of business Friday, 2 February 2007. 

General information 

The ACCC asks for submissions to be in writing so that they can be made publicly available. 
Submissions are placed on a public register and may also be placed on the ACCC's website. 
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The ACCC may, where appropriate, supplement written submissions with discussions with 
relevant parties on a mutually convenient basis. 

Should you lodge a submission with the ACCC you may request that confidential information 
be excluded from the public register or the ACCC's website. The ACCC may take this 
information into account during its assessment of an authorisation application. Guidelines for 
requesting exclusion of material from the public register are attached to this letter for your 
information. 

If you wish to lodge a submission, please address your submission to: 

The General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
PO Box 1199 
DICKSON ACT 2602 

Submissions can also be lodged by email to adiudication(ii,accc.~ov.au, or by facsimile on 
(02) 6243 12 1 1. If relevant, please provide a preferred email address for any future 
correspondence from the ACCC. 

Please inform us if you do not wish to make a submission at this time, but would like to be 
informed of the progress of this application at the draft and final determination stages. You 
can also forward this letter to any other party who may wish to make a submission to the 
ACCC regarding this application. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Cameron Martin on (02) 6243 1 107. 

Yours sincerely 

Scott Gregson 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 



Motor Trades Association of Australia (MTAA) A91025 - Indicative Timetable 

22 December 2006 

3 January 2007 

17 January 2007 

January 2007 

2 February 2007 

February 2007 

February / 
March 2007 

March / April 2007 

April / May 2007 

May 2007 

Lodgement of application and supporting submission. 

Public consultation process begins. 

Closing date for submissions on interim authorisation. 

ACCC decision regarding interim authorisation. 

Closing date for submissions from interested parties. 

Applicant responds to issues raised in the public 
consultation process. 

ACCC assessment. 

Draft determination. 

Public consultation on draft determination including 
any conference if called. 

Final determination. 
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Mr Michael Hawker 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mr Terry Towel1 
Managing Director 
Mr John Mulcahy 
Chief Executive Officer 
Michael Kay 
Chief Executive 
Ms Kenie Kelly 
Executive Director & CEO 
Mr David Purchase 

Mr Lauchlan McIntosh 

Mr Peter Fitzpatrick 

Mr John Chapman 

Mr Phil McGilvray 

Mr Greg Coli 
Tom Gonnan 
President 
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President and CEO 
Mr Stuart Strickland 
Managing Director 
Dennis Mooney 
Chairman & Managing Director 
Mr Doug Dickson 
Managing Director 
Mr Robert McEniry 
President & CEO 
Mr Peter Sturrock 
Chief Executive 
Mr Ron Bowden 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mr Andrew Schram 
President 
Mr Peter Upton 
Chief Executive 
Mr Mark Paterson 
Secretary 

Mr Robert Fitzgerald 
Commissioner 
Mr Peter Kell 
Chief Executive Officer 

Business 
Insurance Australia Group 

Allianz Australia Limited 

Suncorp-Metway Ltd 

AAMI 

Insurance Council of Australia 

Executive Director 
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director 
Australian Automobile Association 
The Executive Director 
Motor Trades Association of Queensland 
Chief Executive Officer 
Motor Trades Association of Western Australia 
Executive Director 
Motor Trades Association of South Australia 
Executive Director 
Motor Trades Association of the Australian Capital Territory 
Motor Trades Association of New South Wales 
Ford Motor Company of Australia 

Toyota Motor Corporation Australia Limited 

Honda (Aust) MPE Pty Ltd 

GM Holden Ltd 

Mazda Australia 

Mitsubishi Motors Australia Limited 

Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries 

Service Station Association 

Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association 

Federation of Automotive Products Manufacturers 

Department of Industry, Tourism and Resources 

Society of Automotive Engineers, Australasia 
Productivity Commission 

Australian Consumers' Association 

Hyundai Motor Company Australia Pty Limited 


