
11 September 2007 Boating Industry Association 
of New South Wales Ltd 

Mr. Scott Gregson 
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission 
GPO Box 520 
Melbourne VIC 3001 

Re: Third line forcing notification N92719 

Dear Mr. Gregson, 
- - - -  - - - - ---- A -- 

In response to your letter we make the following comments, 

The Boating lndustry Association of NSW Ltd (BIA) has a policy of placing all 
major supply contracts up for tender at least every three years. The parameters 
of the tender document are specific to the services provided and tenders for 
the Sydney International Boat Show include, but are not limited to: lighting and 
electrical; rigging; carpet; shell scheme; furniture and plant hire. The tender 
would require a detailed response to such issues as: appropriate licensing and 
accreditation; OH & S; Workcover compliance; capacity to supply; pricing to 
BIA and exhibitors; timeliness of supply and installation; age and condition of 
equipment; corr~pliance with Australian standards; on-site monitoring and 
service, etc. 

The Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre (SCEC) does not have a preferred 
list of suppliers, it simply has a list of contractors that have been inducted for 
OH&S. 

The BIA does provide an exemption for exhibitors that wish to engage a 
company or business to construct a custom build stand. The BIA Terms and 
Conditions 0707, clause 13.1 1 states: 

'In accordance with the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
rulings N31598 and N92719, the Association specifies that all Exhibitors must use 
the listed contractors for the following works: 

o Electrical FNll Event Lighting 
o Stand construction Harry The Hirer 
o (excludes Custom Build stands) 
o Furniture hire Morgan Expo Hire 
o Rigging Harry The Hirer 
o Plant hire Green & Growing 
o Marques Harry The Hirer 
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Where an Exhibitor engages a Company or business to construct a Custom Build 
stand they must have in their possession, for viewing by the BIA should they wish, 
the following items prior to that contractor entering the centre. 'These items 
include: a current certificate of currency; an Occupational Health and Safety 
Plan; and disclosure of the names of all staff working on site during the event." 

The BIA does permit some exceptions to the exclusive dealing provisions. 
Furniture and plant hirers have been allowed an exemption because personal 
and public safety in not at risk and congestion within the halls and on the dock is 
not affected. However in these cases the exhibitor must request approval from 
.the BIA to use such contractors or suppliers. 

Exclusive dealing exemptions ensure that the BIA provides a safe and secure 
environment during the construction phase, and a safe exhibition providing 
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limiting the number of contractors: 

o Issues related to OH & S are dealt with by the appointed contractor and all 
staff employed by the contractor will have been briefed on site specific OH 
& S issues. 

o The BIA has a better control of the contractors and their staff. This simplifies 
the process and reduces poor work practices that could result from non 
complying contractors. 

o Efficiency and timeliness. Decisions can be made and implemented more 
efficiently by having only one person to communicate with for each service 
rather than many. 

o SCEC loading dock is very small and becomes congested very easily. During 
the move-in period (72 hours) there are approximately 1000 vehicle 
movements. Logistical movements can be controlled and managed better 
with exclusive contractors. 

o Quality of workmanship. Products and services supplied meet quality design 
tion specifications that are essential to ensure the safety of 


