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Mr Don MacAskill 
National Policy Manager 
Australian Newsagents Federation 
Level 3 , 3 3  - 35 Atchison Street 
ST LEONARRS NSW 2065 

Dear Mr MacAskill 

Collective bargaining notification CB0Q003 lodged by 
the Australian Newsagents Federation 

I refer to the above listed collective bargain notification lodged by the Australian 
Newsagents Federation (ANF) on behalf of certain of its Western Australian 
members, for those members to collectively negotiate with Western Australian 
Newspapers (WAN). 

Having received payment for the notification on 20 August 2007, it is considered 
lodged on that date. 

To assist the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) in its 
consideration of the notification I would appreciate if you could provide the 
following additional information. 

Collective ba~gaining engaged in under existing autho~isation A90804 

As you are aware, on 28 April 2004 the ACCC granted authorisation for the ANF, 
Queensfand Newsagents Federation, and other state newsagents associations to 
negotiate with major publishers and distributors of newspapers and magazines, 
including WAN, on behalf of their members. 



The authorisation granted extended to the ANF's Western Australian members 
forming a state wide bargaining group to negotiate with WAN, and to those 
members being represented in negotiations by the ANF. 

Authorisation was granted for a period of five years, until 19 May 2009. 

I note that the authorisation was granted subject to certain conditions, including a 
condition limiting the terms and conditions in respect of which collective 
negotiation can occur under the authorised arrangements. 

1. Please advise if the ANF's Western Australian members have sought to 
collectively bargain with WAN under the terms of the authorisation granted in 
2004. If the ANF's Western Australian members have engaged in collective 
negotiations with WAN under the authorisation, what was the outcome of 
those negotiations? 

2. You inay also wish to comment on the reasons for lodging the collective 
bargaining notification in light of the existing authorisation for the ANF's 
Western Australian members to collectively negotiate with WAN. 

Boycoft activity 

I note that at section 5 of the notification form GA, under the heading 'Absence of 
collective boycott' the ANF states that it sees no need to consider collective 
boycotts as a provision of the notification but that the ANF reserves its right use 
the collective boycott provision should collective negotiations fail. 

The ACCC has interpreted this reference to mean that the notification does not 
relate to any future collective boycott, but rather, the ANF reserves its right to 
lodge a further notification in relation to any collective boycott proposal in the 
future should it be considered necessary. 

3.  Please confirm whether the ACCC's understanding that the ANF is not 
seeking to obtain protection from Iegal action in relation to any collective 
boycott arrangements through the current notification is correct. 

List ofpersons on whose behalfthe noti$cation is lodged 

The attachment to the notification form GA providing details of newsagents on 
whose behalf the notification is lodged includes the relevant individuals and each 
of the parties' trading names. As discussed by phone on 22 August 2007, a 
notification provides protection to the entity named. It is therefore important to 
ensure that you have correctly named the entity - rather than the trading name 
operating each newsagency. 

In some cases this will be individuals or partners where not operating under a 
coinpany structure. In cases where the business is operated by a company, the 
company name is the relevant entity. 



I note that no company names are listed in the notification. You may wish to 
review to ensure that the relevant entity names have correctly been listed. If not, 
you may wish to provide a full, revised list, of parties on whose behalf the 
notification is lodged. I would note that this may affect the date upon which 
protection is aff'orded to those parties and accordingly you may wish to consider 
this as soon as possible. 

Please provide the requested information by 3 September 2007. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC3s public register. 

If you have any queries in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 
me on (03) 9290 1475 

Yours sincerely 

~i fec tor  
Adjudication Branch 


