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Dear Mr Delaney 

Motor Trades Association of Australia's application for authorisation A91025 
- request for interim authorisation 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) has decided not to grant 
interim authorisation at this stage to the Motor Trades Association of Australia (MTAA) in 
relation to authorisation application A91 025. 

Interim authorisation, if granted, protects the arrangements for which authorisation is sought 
from legal action under the relevant provisions of the Trade Practices Act 1974 while the 
ACCC considers and evaluates the merits of the application. 

Summary of considerations 

In assessing the request for interim authorisation the ACCC considered that: 

a number of issues have been raised in interested party consultation that will need 
further consideration 

it is more appropriate in this case to further consider the merits of the application 
before allowing the commencement of conduct that might alter market behaviour and 

= there does not appear to be any specific urgency. 

Please be advised that the ACCC's decision in relation to interim authorisation should not be 
taken to be indicative of whether or not final authorisation will be granted by the ACCC. The 
ACCC will revisit the matter of interim authorisation at the time it releases its draft 
determination in the coming months. 



Request for further information 

The ACCC requires some additional information in order to complete its assessment of the 
likely benefits and detriments of the application. In particular, the ACCC is seeking access to 
a copy of the times guide and information as to the proposed methodology used to calculate 
consumables pricing. 

The ACCC is also seeking fbrther information as to how the MTAA and its members would 
promote the guide if authorised. 

So that the ACCC may consider this matter expeditiously, I request that this information be 
provided by Cob Thursday, 1 February 2007. 

Next steps 

For your information, the next step in the process is for the ACCC to release a draft 
determination which will take account of any submissions from the MTAA and interested 
parties and will indicate the ACCC's preliminary views on the merits of the application. The 
ACCC will provide both the MTAA and interested parties with the opportunity to provide a 
further submission on the draft determination before the ACCC issues its final decision. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Cameron Martin on (02) 6243 1107 or 
Sharon Clancy on (02) 6243 12 17. 

Yours sincerely 

Scott Gregson 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


