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CROWSNEST NSW 1585 

Dear Mr Fairweather 

Third line forcing notification N92719 lodged by 
Boating Industry Association of NSW Ltd 

I refer to the above third line forcing notification lodged with the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) on 27 November 2006. 

In my letter to you dated 6 December 2006, I advised that while it was not intended to 
take any further action in relation to the notification at that stage, the ACCC may 
review a notification at any time. 

Broadly the notified conduct can be described as the Boating Industry Association of 
NSW (BIA) requiring exhibitors in its exhibition halls at the Sydney International Boat 
Show (the boat show) to use only approved electrical, rigging, furniture, stands & 
carpet and plant suppliers at their exhibition stands. 

Specifically, you advised in the cover letter to the notification that approved suppliers 
were: 

Electrical FMI Event Lighting and Power Pty Ltd 
Rigging Harry the Hirer Pty Ltd 
Furniture Morgan Expo Hire Pty Ltd 
Stands & Carpet Harry the Hirer Pty Ltd 
Plants Green and Growing. 



Legal immunity conferred by the notification commenced on 1 1 December 2006. 

The ACCC has received correspondence raising concerns with the notified conduct. In 
particular, it has been submitted that: 

preferred suppliers of the venue for the boat show, the Sydney Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, who have had their public liability and WorkCover 
credentials approved by the venue, should be able to supply exhibitors at the 
boat show, 

the approved suppliers are unable to supply all exhibitors needs in some 
instances, 

exhibitors who have had constructed, and paid for, purpose and custom built 
stands for use at a variety of shows are unable to use them at the Sydney 
International Boat Show if the supplier from which the stands were acquired is 
not a BIA approved supplier, 

the notified conduct results in detriment to the public due to reduced choice and 
increased costs of having exclusive suppliers, and 

the restriction on suppliers that exhibitors can use is not always enforced. 

The ACCC has not formed a concluded view in relation to the concerns raised at this 
stage. However, to assist the ACCC in considering these matters, I ask that you 
provide the following information. 

1. Details of the process followed by the BIA in deciding which suppliers to 
appoint as approved suppliers and the criteria, if any, other than public safety, 
occupational health and safety and WorkCover requirements, against which 
potential suppliers were assessed. 

2. It has been submitted that the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre has its 
own list of preferred suppliers which have been approved by it with respect to 
public safety, occupational health and safety and WorkCover requirements. If 
this is correct, is the BIA able to rely on the venues vetting process to satisfy its 
induction requirements? If the BIA is not able to rely on the venues vetting 
process, please provide details of why this is the case? 

3. Does the BIA allow for any exceptions to the requirement that exhibitors only 
use the suppliers listed in the cover letter to the notification? For example, if an 
exhibitor has a pre existing custom built stand supplied by another supplier that 
it wishes to use, or if the approved supplier is unable to provide all the services 
required by the exhibitor. 

4. If the BIA does allow for exceptions to the requirement that exhibitors only use 
the suppliers listed in the cover letter to the notification, on what basis are 
exceptions allowed? When, and how, are exhibitors informed about these 
exceptions? 



5 .  Any other comments you wish to make regarding the public benefits and public 
detriments of the notified conduct. 

I would appreciate your written response by 31 July 2007 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any 
aspect of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Gavin Jones on (03) 9290 1475. 

Yours sincerely 
.n 

&O % Gregson 
' General Manager 

Adjudication Branch 


