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The General Manager
Adjudication Branch
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)
PO Box 1199
DICKSON ACT 2602

Dear General Manager

I am writing on behalf of the Australian National Council on Drugs (ANCD)
in response to the applications for authorisation A91054 and A91055
lodged by the Distilled Spirits Industry Council of Australia (DSICA) Inc and
others.

The ANCD has held a long term interest in the promotion and marketing of
alcohol in Australia and appreciates the opportunity to provide its
considered view to the ACCC on the matter.

In short, the ANCD position is as follows:

1. The ANCD supports independent regulation on the advertising,
promotion, naming and packaging of alcohol beverages.

The current situation whereby the Alcohol Beverages Advertising
Code (ABAC) is funded, managed and operated by DSICA, the
Australian Associated Brewers Inc (AAB), the Liquor Merchants
Association of Australia Ltd (LMA) and the Winemakers' Federation
of Australia Inc (WFA) is considered to be inappropriate.

It is the considered view of the ANCD that some of the decisions of
ABAC have not reflected the view of the general public regarding
the potential harm caused by alcohol and the need to restrict
marketing images overtly targeting young and impressionable
people. Some of the decisions have also not been timely enough to
ensure that any inappropriate advertising has been removed before
its impact can be felt in the community.

2. The ANCD supports applications that seek authorisation from the
ACCC for the purposes of regulating the naming and packaging of
alcohol beverages. This is considered to be a logical and necessary
expansion of ABAC. The inclusion of internet based alcohol
promotion and marketing activities is also considered to be logical
and necessary today.
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3.	 The ANCD recommends government regulation to establish independent
review of all marketing, promotion, packaging and naming of any alcohol
beverages. Approval from this independent authority should then be required
prior to any activity for the advertising, promotion, naming or packaging of the
alcohol beverage being undertaken.

Regulation which requires all alcohol producers to seek this type of approval is
far more appropriate than the voluntary only industry based self-regulation
system currently in place.

Finally the ANCD believes that it is important for ABAC, if it is to be maintained in its
current form, to increase its representation from the health and safety sectors, provide
more regular reporting on its activities and introduce a transparent and timely process
of review for its decisions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important area.

Yours sincerely

Dr John Herron
Chairman
Australian National Council on Drugs
12 July 2007

cc	 Minister for Health
Minister for Ageing
Secretary, Department of Health & Ageing
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