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Dear [name] 

Proposed Alcohol Beverages Advertising (and Packaging) Code - Applications for 
authorisation A91054 and A91055 

On 8 June 2007, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) 
received two applications for authorisation from the Distilled Spirits Industry Council 
of Australia Inc in relation to a proposed Alcohol Beverages Advertising (and 
Packaging) Code. A copy of the applications for authorisation and the supporting 
submission is available on the ACCC's website (www.accc.gov.au) by following the 
Public registers and Authorisations links. 

As you are aware, your association/company has been named as an applicant for 
authorisation. The purpose of this letter is to invite you, as one of the applicants for 
authorisation, to provide the ACCC with any additional comments that you may have in 
relation to the proposed conduct. 

Background 

The ACCC is the independent Australian Government agency responsible for administering 
the Trade Practices Act 1974 (the Act). A key objective of the Act is to prevent anti- 
competitive arrangements or conduct, thereby encouraging competition and efficiency in 
business resulting in a greater choice for consumers in price, quality and service. 

The Act, however, allows the ACCC to grant immunity from legal action for anti-competitive 
conduct in certain circumstances. One way businesses may obtain immunity is to apply for 
what is known as an 'authorisation' from the ACCC. Broadly, the ACCC may 'authorise' 
businesses to engage in anti-competitive arrangements or conduct where it is satisfied that the 
public benefit from the arrangements or conduct outweighs any public detriment. 

In assessing the public benefits and detriments of an authorisation application, the ACCC 
undertakes a public consultation process seeking comments on the application from interested 
parties. Following an initial consultation process, the ACCC will issue a draft decision for 



comment. The ACCC will then reconsider the application in light of any further submissions, 
and release its final decision. 

Lodging a submission 

As indicated above, the ACCC would be interested to receive any comments that you, as an 
applicant for authorisation, may have in relation to the public benefits and detriments likely 
to arise from the proposed conduct. 

The ACCC asks for submissions to be in writing so they can be made publicly available. 
They are placed on a public register for this purpose. 

Persons lodging a submission with the ACCC may request that information included in the 
submission be excluded from the public register in certain circumstances. Submissions which 
are excluded from the public register may still be taken into account by the ACCC when 
conducting its assessment of an authorisation application. Guidelines for seeking exclusion 
from the public register are attached for your information. 

If you wish to lodge a submission, please address your submission to: 

The General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
PO Box 1199 
DICKSON ACT 2602 

Submissions can also be lodged by email to adiudication~accc.~ov.au or by facsimile on 
(02) 6243 121 1. 

If you intend to provide a submission in relation to the applications for authorisation, please 
do so by 12 July 2007. The ACCC will progress its assessment of the applications in a timely 
manner. An indicative timetable is set out below for your information. 

This letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Sarah Chubb on (02) 6243 1088. 

Yours sincerely 

Scott Gregson 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 



Applications for authorisation A91054 and A91055 

Indicative Timetable 

1 8 June 2007 Lodgement of application and supporting submission. 

12 July 2007 

14 June 2007 

I 
- 

Closing date for submissions from interested parties 
on substantive application for authorisation. 

Public consultation process begins. 

September 2007 

Applicant responds to issues raised in the public 
consultation process. 

Draft determination. 

Public consultation on draft determination including 
any conference if called. 

Final determination. 


