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Dear Mr Noble 

Australian Brick and Blocklaying Training Foundation Ltd Application for 
Revocation of Authorisation A90895 and Substitution of Authorisation A90993 

As you will recall, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (the 
ACCC) issued a final determination on 26 April 2006 in respect of the application for 
revocation and substitution lodged by the Australian Brick and Blocklaying Training 
Foundation (the ABBTF) on 18 November 2005. The ACCC revoked authorisation 
A90895 and substituted authorisation A90993 for a period of three years, for the 
reasons set out in its determination. 

Generally, the authorised conduct involved the imposition of a levy on the sale of clay 
bricks and concrete masonry products by manufacturers in Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia and the Australian 
Capital Territory. The funds raised through the imposition of the levy were to be used 
to alleviate shortages of skilled bricklayers in the industry. 

The ACCC has recently received a number of complaints raising concerns about the 
conduct of the ABBTF in relation to the above authorisation, particularly with regard 
to its operation in the ACT. Generally, parties have expressed concern that: 

The money collected in the ACT has not been spent ; and 



Companies employing apprentices through group training schemes are 
receiving subsidies and conversely those companies employing apprentices 
directly are receiving significantly less in subsidies or no subsidies at all, 

The ACCC seeks your response to these issues. It would assist the ACCC if your 
response addressed the following: 

In your letter to the ACCC dated 11 November 2005, you stated that 

'Whilst no activities have taken place in the ACT the levy has been collected 
since 1 January and the monies isolated in a separate ACT account.' 

I have taken the reference to ' 1 January' to mean 1 January 2005. 

In relation to the ACT funds, could you please provide the following information: 

When was the levy imposed in the ACT ?; 

Were those funds isolated in a separate ACT account?; 

The amount that has been collected in the ACT to date; 

The manner in which the funds collected in the ACT have been spent in light 
of the basis for the imposition of the levy, that is, to alleviate shortages of 
skilled bricklayers in the industry. 

Further, the application lodged by the Victorian Brick and Blocklaying Training 
Foundation Ltd (VBBTF) on 1 1 November 2005, specifically paragraph 2(a), states: 

'It is proposed the levy apply to bricks and blocks sold in the states of New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, West Australia and South Australia 
Tasmania and the Australian Capital Territory and the levy raised in the 
individual state could only be used for the specified purposes in that state.' 

Is it the case that the levy collected in each State or Territory has only been used for 
the specified purposes within that State or Territory? 

In relation to the allocation of subsidies to companies hiring apprentices through 
group training schemes, could you please explain how the quantum of the subsidies 
paid to such employers is determined. 

Finally, given the authorisation has been in operation for some time now, it would be 
helpful if you could provide a general overview of the way the scheme has operated in 
the various States (excluding the ACT) including: 

The commencement date for the imposition of the levy in each of the 
States; 

The levies collected to date in each of the States; and 



The manner in which the funds collected have been spent in each State in 
light of the basis for the imposition of the levy, that is, to alleviate 
shortages of skilled bricklayers in the industry. 

It would be appreciated if a written response to the matters raised in this letter could 
be provided to the ACCC by no later than 5 July 2007. 

A copy of this letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to 
discuss any aspect of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Molly Choucair on 
02 6243 1272. 

Yours sincerely 

M- 
David Hatfield 
Director 
Adjudication Branch 


