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Department of Primary Industries 

The General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission 
PO Box 1199 
DICKSON ACT, 2602 

4 May 2007 

Dear SirlMadam, 

Re: Proposed removal of Agsafe's ability to impose trading sanctions 

I wish to submit a response to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission's (ACCC) draft 
decision proposing the removal of Agsafe's ability to impose trading sanctions on businesses who are 
not accredited through its industry program. 

The Victorian Government is working with industry to make legislative and operational changes that will 
enable the safe manufacture, supply (including retail supply) and use of sodium fluoroacetate (1080) pest 
animal bait products in a commercial environment in Victoria. Presently, 1080 bait products are only 
available through trained and accredited Department of Primary Industries (DPI) staff. 

1080 is a restricted chemical product available only to authorised persons who have the skills to handle it 
safely. The 1080 commercialisation framework introduces a number of new safeguards around 1080 pest 
animal baits and will bring about a strengthened and more comprehensive system of controls in Victoria. It 
is anticipated that 1080 bait products will become available from retail premises from 1 January 2008. 

DPI is responsible for managing only the use of 1080 bait products. Central to the success of the 
commercialisation model is the requirement for retailers of 1080 bait products to obtain accreditation under 
the Agsafe Guardian Program. Given the sensitive nature of this product, 1080 retailers will have an 
additional requirement to comply with an Agsafe 1080 Code of Practice. The Code of Practice brings 
together relevant details of regulatory obligations and safety management requirements. 

Agsafe's ability to impose trading sanctions on those businesses who have not obtained accreditation or 
who are supplying contrary to legislative requirements and best practice standards, are critical to ensuring 
high level compliance in a commercial environment. 

DPI, in consultation with the Victorian Departments of Human Services and Sustainability and 
Environment, elected to incorporate the Agsafe Guardian Program into the 1080 commercialisation model 
given Agsafe's positive leadership influence on industry, its professional and ethical standards and to 
lessen the regulatory burden for businesses and State agencies. 

For these reasons, the 1080 Commercialisation Project Control Board supports Agsafe's application for 
revocation and substitution A91027 - A91030. If you have any queries regarding the 1080 
commercialisation project, please contact Beth Jones 1080 Commercialisation Project Manager on 03) 
5336 6650 or 0408 466 186. 

Yours sincerely, 

4 
Brendan Roug head 
Chairperson 
1080 Commercialisation Project Control Board 
Department of Primary lndustries 

For further information about DPI contact the Customer Service Centre on 136 186 or visit our website at www.dpi.vic.gov.au 




