
Our Ref N93243 
Contact Officer: Sharon Clancy 
Contact Number: (02) 6243 12 17 

2 1 December 2007 

Mr Michael Corrigan 
Partner 
Clayton Utz 
Level 19-3 5 
No. 1 O'Connell Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Australian 
Competition & 
Consumer 
Commission 

GPO Box 31 31 
Canberra ACT 2601 

23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 2601 

tel: (02) 6243 11 1 1 
fax: (02) 6243 1 199 

By facsimile: (02) 8220 6700 

Dear Mr Corrigan 

Third line forcing notification N93243 lodged by Hagermeyer Brands Australia 
Pty Ltd 

I refer to the above third line forcing notification lodged with the Australian 
Competition and Consumer Commission (the ACCC) on 13 December 2007. The 
notification has been placed on the ACCC's public register. 

The notification concerns Hagermeyer Brands Australia Pty Ltd proposing to offer 
commercial builders the right to buy Blanco branded products (such as ovens, 
microwaves, sinks, dishwashers, cook tops, range hoods, sink accessories, taps, 
laundry and waste management products) (the Products) at agreed prices on condition 
that the Products are acquired from one of a number of wholesale suppliers. 

Legal immunity conferred by the notification will come into force on 
27 December 2007. 

On the basis of the information that you have provided, it is not intended that further 
action be taken in this matter at this stage. 

I note that HBA supplies the Products to wholesalers for re-supply to commercial 
builders at agreed prices. Please provide further information on the financial 
arrangements between HBA and nominated wholesalers which will facilitate the 
agreed prices to commercial builders (e.g. will a nominated wholesaler receive a 
rebate in relation to the sale of a particular product?). 

I also note that a list of wholesale suppliers has not been provided to the ACCC. I 
would be grateful if you could please provide this list as soon as possible for 
placement on the ACCC's public register. 



I would appreciate your response to this letter by 18 January 2008. 

As with any notification, please note that the ACCC may act to remove the immunity 
afforded by the notifications at a later stage if it is satisfied that the likely benefit to 
the public from the conduct will not outweigh the likely detriment to the public from 
the conduct. 

A copy of this letter has been placed on the ACCC's public register. If you wish to 
discuss any aspect of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Sharon Clancy on 
(02) 6243 12 17. 

Yours sincerely 

Scott Gregson 
General Manager 
Adjudication Branch 


