
MI- Scott Gregsoil 
General Manager - Adjudication Branch 
Australian Competition & Consutner Colnniission 
23 Marcus Clarke Street 
Canberra ACT 

1 1 December 2007 

Attention: M r  David HatfieldIMs Jaime Martin 

Dear Mr Gregson 

Pacific National (NSW) Pty Lid, QR Limited and Port Waratah Coal Services Limited 
Application for interim authorisation (A91068 - A91070) 

We refer to our telephone conversation together with Ms Nevenka Codevelle of Clayton Utz on 
Friday, 7 December 2007. 

As foreshadowed during that discussion, Pacific National (NSW) Pty Ltd ("PN"), QR Limited 
("QR") and Port Waratah Coal Services Limited ("PWCS") wish to request an extension of' 
time from the Commission for the making of a final decision on the application for interim 
authorisation of the vessel queue management system ("VQMS") to 3 1 January 2008. 

Through the Commission's public consultatioi~ process on the VQMS authorisation applicati,on, 
it has become apparent that a number of producers have raised issues of concern in respect of 
the application and operatioil of the VQMS, particularly as it affects the positions of certain 
illdividual producers. 

The joint applicants are concerned to ensure that there is general industry support for 
implemel~tation of the VQMS. Through the Producer Working Group meetings, the applicants 
had understood there to be wide industry opposition to a continuation of the existing capacity 
balancii~g system ("CBS"), as well as wide industry support for a capacity allocation system 
based on total system capacity such as the VQMS, rather than either port or rail capacity taken 
in isolation. 

It is in this context that the joint applicants would like an opportunity to discuss further with 
producers to explore the concerns raised in sub~nissions made to the Comlnission on the VQiVIS 
and to address issues that have been raised. Accordingly, the joint applicants request the 
extension of time set out in this letter. 

Finally, it is understood that proceedings were instituted by the producers Wambo and 
Wilpii~jong against PN last week. The producers have applied for urgent interlocutory relief on 
the basis that the Coinmission may inake a decision on the authorisation application which 
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would result in the introduction of VQMS from 1 January 2008. It is understood that an 
extension of time on the authorisation decision would enable PN to further engage with those 
producers, and may facilitate the resolutio~i of the issues the subject of the litigation. 

For these reasons, the joint applicants request an extension of time for the Commissioi~ to make 
its decision on the interim authorisation application, to 3 1 January 2008. 

Tf you would like to discuss this request, please feel free to contact us. 

Yours sincerely 

Dave Poddar 
Partner 
Email dave.poddar@malIesons.com 
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