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This meeting was requested by the Newcastle Port Corporation to discuss the application for 
authorisation received from Pacific National (NSW) Pty Ltd, QR Limited and Port Waratah 
Coal Services Limited in relation to the proposed Vessel Queue Management System 
(VQMS). 

The ACCC outlined that it would prepare a written record of the meeting and send a copy to 
the Newcastle Port Corporation (NPC) for the purpose of it making any request to exclude 
the record (or parts thereof) from the public register. 

The main issues discussed during the meeting are summarised below. 

Role of Newcastle Port Corporation 

The role of the NPC includes: 

- controlling water access to the coal loading terminals in the Port of Newcastle 

- managing the lease of the terminals by Port Waratah Coal Services (PWCS) on 
behalf of the NSW Government 

- monitoring anchorage at the port. 

The NPC is also a member of the Hunter Valley Coal Chain Logistics Team. 

Vessel queues at Newcastle \ 

The NPC stated that any vessel queue beyond 20 vessels raises safety and 
environmental issues for the Port of Newcastle. It does not want a large queue of 
vessels offshore. 



In the past, the NPC has explored ways to physically reduce the vessel queues. While 
the NPC could prevent ships anchoring within a certain distance offshore, it noted that 
this would not solve the demurrage problem for Australia coal producers. 

Request for interim authorisation 

The NPC noted the short time frame for the ACCC to assess the request for interim 
authorisation, prior to the expiration of the Medium Term CBS on 3 1 December 2007. 
The NPC questioned whether it would be preferable for the industry to extend the 
operation of the current scheme for a short period in order to allow due consideration to 
be given to the merits of the proposed VQMS. 


