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DICKSON ACT 2602 

Dear Mr Samuel 

PROPOSED REVOCATION AND SUBSTITUTION OF AUTHORISATION A91013 

Thank you for the recent correspondence and in particular the draft determlnation. This has been further 
considered by the Executive Committee of Councll on Friday 1 December 2006. 

The College continues to dispute the position of the ACCC with regards to BST numbers. In particular you 
highlight in Section 4.4 how a number of parties raised concerns about a system of medical training driven 
by workforce numbers, without appropriate references to training standards and resources. This is central to 
the appropriate training of surgeons. Without the clinical services being at (he required level to ensure an 
adequate number of Specialist Surgical Training positions, increasing the number of Basic Surgical trainees 
is futile and destructive in that trainees do not receive appropriate career guidance or opportunity. 
Consequently we continue to disagree with components of Section 6 that ignore this core issue. 

However Section 6.15 is a key sectlon. The proposed alternative substitute authorisatlon is acknowledged 
by the College as being consistent with the introduction of our new Surgical Education and Training program 
and conststent with our previous discussions. 

The College is committed to continuing to improve our processes and the transparency of our activities. As 
previously stated the requirements of the previous authorisatlon will be maintained. 

The open and frank dialogue between the ACCC and the College has been valued very highly and I look 
forward to seeing that continue. 

Yours s,$t%Irely 

Dr Russell Stitz 
PRESIDENT 

cc. RACS Councillors 
Dr David Hlllls, Chief Executive Officer, RACS 
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