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Dear Mr Cassidy

Thank you for your letter of 1 September 2006 seeking a submission from ACT Health as a
stakeholder in relation to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)
proposal to revoke and substitute authorisation A90765 - Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
(RACS).

On 11 August 2006, ACT Health received a letter from the RACS President Dr Russell Stitz. The
letter reported that RACS had determined that the size of 2007 intake to the basic surgical
training program should be 190 Basic Surgical Trainees (BSTs) across Australia. This is well
short of Australian requirements and capacity for 2007, calculated at 313 BST positions by
jurisdictions to maintain current services, and is even less than the 231 BSTs that entered training
in 2006.

ACT Health is a small jurisdiction that is committed to providing a skilled, sustainable and
professional surgical workforce to both its community and that of the neighbouring NSW regions.
It services around 500,000 people and is the major acute teaching centre and acute tertiary
referral service between Sydney and Melbourne.

The population in the ACT and ACT Health's workforce is ageing rapidly. Furthermore, since
2003 ACT Health has experienced a significant growth in service provision. However, the number
of accredited BST positions allocated by RAGS over this time has not kept pace with service
demand. For this reason, ACT Health has had to create non-accredited basic surgical training
positions.

There are currently six accredited BST positions in ACT Health. For the 2007, ACT Health
requested that RACS increase the number of BST places to seven. This represents a modest and
sustainable increase in our training program. Through informal channels the ACT Health were
made aware that in 2007 the number of BST positions in the ACT will remain at six.

Condition 12 (C12) of the ACCC authorisation A90765 requires that the RACS consult with
jurisdictions before finalising the limit on BST places for a particular year, inform Health Ministers
of the limit that proposed on the number of posts and explain how this proposed limit has been
calculated.
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ACT Health is of the view that this has not occurred. There has been no consultation between
RACS and ACT Health in determining BST places for 2007. In addition, the reduction in BSTs
from the previous year does not appear logical and raises a concern about the transparency of
the RACS' decision regarding this limit.

In August 2006 I wrote to Dr Stitz regarding the inadequate numbers of BST positions for the ACT
and the lack of consultation on the proposed change to the training model - Surgical Education
and Training (SET). A copy of this letter was also sent to the ACCC. ACT Health is currently
waiting for RACS to respond to this letter and disclose the methodology by which the 2007 BST
intake was calculated.

For these reasons, ACT Health considers RAGS has not complied with C12 and is of the view
that the revocation of authorization A90765 is timely and warranted. ACT Health also supports
the wording of the substitution authorization A90765.

If you have any queries regarding this submission, please contact Ms Megan Cahill, Executive
Director of Government Relations and Planning by telephoning (02) 6205 0877 or emailing
Megan.Cahill@act.gov.au.

Yours sincerely
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