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Mr Scott Gregson
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Dear Mr Gregson

Thank you for your 1 September 2006 letter regarding the ACCC's proposed revocation and
substitution of authorisation A90765, which pertains to the Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons (the College).

The Department of Human Services supports the amendments proposed by the ACCC to the
current Condition C12. The proposed change will enable greater jurisdictional involvement in
establishing the annual intake of basic surgical trainees (BSTs) and means that broad
community issues such as demand, access, distribution and affordability are considered
alongside appropriate training standards, as highlighted in your letter.

This change is particularly important given how Condition C12 was used in establishing the
number of BSTs to commence in 2007. As you would be aware, the College advised Health
Ministers in August 2006 that approximately 190 BSTs would be accepted for 2007,
notwithstanding jurisdictions submitted that 313 BST positions were required. The Victorian
Health Minister has written to the College seeking further information relating to how the
proposed limit has been calculated, given that this information was not provided contrary to
Condition C12.

The proposed change to the term of authorisation A90765, which is now proposed by the ACCC
to cease on 22 July 2007 rather than 22 July 2009, is also supported. The department agrees
that the ACCC requires the opportunity to review the College's conduct in light of
developments relating to the Surgical Education and Training (SET) program, for which
commencement is anticipated from 2008.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on these matters.

Yours sincerely
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Phyllis Rosendale
Acting Under Secretary 
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