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Mr Scott Gregson
General Manger
Adjudication Branch
Australian Competition & Consumer Commission
PO Box 1199
Dickson ACT 2602 

Dear Mr Gregson

Re: Proposed Revocation and Substitution of Authorisation A90765

Thank you for your letter of 1 September relating to the above matter.

The College would like to bring to your attention the following points:

1) RCPA does not determine the number of trainees we have, nor select them.

2) The College has a duty of care to trainees. The acceptance of trainees into our
programme is dependant upon having accredited training posts for them and
the continuing provision of appropriate training.

This is determined by pathology staffing numbers and pathologist workloads, a
factor that lies outside the Colleges' control but within the control of the health
service and funding authorities.

3) RCPA has been advocating vigorously for Australian State and Commonwealth
governments to increase the number of training posts because of a deepening
pathology workforce crisis. There has been a poor response from almost all
Australian Governments to this concern despite an Australian Medical
Workforce Recommendation signed off by all health ministers in 2004. There
should be an extra 300 training positions in pathology. To date we have 39.
The problem is lack of government funding for training. There are accredited
laboratories ready and willing to train pathologist and medical graduates
wanting to do pathology just no funding from government for training positions.

4) The major Colleges are international institutions. Any proposal to subject them
to Australian state control must be limited to their operation within the state in
question.

Yours sincerely

Dr Debra Graves
Chief Executive Officer 
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