hDepartment of Human Services e

Incorporating: Health, Community Services, Aged Care and Housing 120 Spencer Street
GPO Box 1670N
Melbourne Victoria 3001
DX210081
www.dhs.vic.gov.au
Telephone:(03) 9637 4000
Facsimile: (03) 9637 4779

OUR REF:  E469907
YOUR REF: C2005/1916

29 December 2005

The General Manager

Adjudication Branch

Australian Competition & Consumer Commission
PO Box 1199

DICKSON ACT 2602

Dear Sir/Madam

I refer to your letter of 5 December 2005 to the Secretary of the Department of Human
Services concerning application for revocation and substitution no A90994-6 lodged by
Medicines Australia Inc in respect of its Code of Conduct 15" edition. Your letter has been
forwarded to me for reply.

I am advised that, while the National Coordinating Committee on Therapeutic Goods (NCCTG)
has been considering in collaboration with Medicines Australia amendments to the Code
relating to starter packs, it has not yet endorsed them. It is still considering whether further
amendments to the starter pack section are needed. However, the updating of the Code as
set out in Edition 15 is seen as providing improved accountability and standards around the
possession of starter packs by pharmaceutical company personnel.

The application from Medicines Australia Inc is therefore supported.

Yours sincerely

[

Paul Smith
Director
Drugs Policy and Services

-~ JAN 2003
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