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Dear Mr Gregson Ewﬂw)ﬁ e

Application for revocation of authorisation and substitution by Replacement
authorisation lodged by Agsafe Ltd

I refer to your letter of 31 March 2005 seeking this Association’s comment in relation to the
above-mentioned Agsafe proposal as a potentially interested party. In our email to you of 11
April, we have given our support for the interim authorisation of the Agsafe scheme
combining DrumMuster and ChemClear, pending final authorisation. We did however indicate
that we will be making a submission outlining a number of reservations concerning Agsafe's
application for authorisation submitted on its behalf by Snedden, Hall and Gallop on 17
March 2005. The following is our submission.

The Veterinary Manufacturers & Distribution Association (VMDA) represents 38 Australian
manufacturers and distributors of Animal Health products. Most of our members are in the
top 50 Veterinary products manufacturers in Australia.

VMDA has been very supportive of the Agsafe Accreditation Programme since its inception.
However, we have strong concerns regarding the interpretation and implementation by Agsafe
of the recent amended Authorisation from ACCC. We will elaborate on these concerns later
in this letter.



In conformity with the monitoring sequence our comments are as follows:

1. The Progress of Personnel Accreditation

VMDA strongly supports the objective of professional training of Industry personnel who
handle, sell or advise on the usage of Veterinary Products. VMDA has developed and is in an
advanced stage of upgrading a training course on Veterinary Products which is recognised for
accreditation purposes by Agsafe for personnel who are solely in the Animal Health Industry.

This specialist course has been widely used. Agsafe is to be commended for their support,
encouragement and cooperation in meeting this segment need.

2. The Progress of Premises Accreditation

The intent of Premises Accreditation within Agsafe has always been to improve the storage of
farm chemicals in premises, which store commercial quantities of these farm chemicals.

The Agsafe interpretation of the amended Authorisation has been published.

a. to align the definition of agricultural and veterinary products covered by the scope of
accreditation to effectively include almost all products within the Agricultural and
Veterinary Chemicals Code 1988

b. to reduce the quantity of products held to effectively a zero level threshold

These changes have broken the intent of Premises Accreditation by:

i. extending the scope to beyond farm chemicals to include professional veterinary
products, pet products, aquarium products, caged bird products, horse products etc. etc;

ii. reducing the threshold, thus incorporating premises that hold occasional and/or non-
commercial quantities of products.

Already Agsafe has sent letters to Veterinary Wholesalers who supply professional Veterinary
Practices with their medicines. An example is attached.



This is not within the objectives and intent of Agsafe nor is it acting in the public interest.
Veterinarians are professional and do not need the overview/interference from Agsafe. The
Agsafe objectives in this matter appear to broaden its reach and power and to increase its
income rather than fulfil an industry requirement. Furthermore, there is no history of problems
to justify extending its jurisdiction over veterinary medicines.

VMDA strongly recommends:
e ACCC re-establish the prior definition of Agricultural and Veterinary products to be
included in the Agsafe authorisation
ACCC re-establish the prior threshold
e ACCC limit the scope of the authorisation to Farm Chemicals as defined in the original
agreements

VMDA looks forward to your response.
Yours sincerely

oo for% s
Neil S;%?m(

ons
President

cc: Agsafe letter to Provet VMS
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