
National Electricity Code – Extension of Reserve Trader Sunset 
Request for submissions 

 
On 4 March 2005, the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) received 
applications for authorisation (Nos A90955, A90956 and A90957) of amendments to the 
National Electricity Code (code). These applications were lodged by the National Electricity 
Code Administrator (NECA). The proposed code changes relate to the Reserve Trader sunset 
provisions.  

The proposed code changes are based on recommendations from NECA’s Reliability Panel to 
extend the application of the Reserve Trader for a further 12 months.  

The reliability safety net, or Reserve Trader, provisions of the National Electricity Code allow 
the National Electricity Market Management Company (NEMMCO) to enter into reserve 
contracts in order to ensure that the reliability of supply in a region meets the reliability standard 
determined by the Reliability Panel. These provisions are due to expire on 1 July 2005.  

The proposed code changes extend NEMMCO’s ability to issue directions to maintain or re-
establish the power system to a reliable operating state by entering into reserve contracts until 1 
July 2006. 

To assist the ACCC’s consideration of these applications, interested parties are invited to 
comment on the potential anti-competitive detriment and public benefit associated with the 
proposed amendments to the code.  Interested parties may also comment on the proposed code 
changes in relation to the access code, should they be authorised. 

Submissions can be sent electronically to: electricity.group@accc.gov.au. Alternatively, written 
submissions or submissions on disk, in Word 7.0 compatible format, can be sent to: 

Mr Sebastian Roberts 
General Manager 
Regulatory Affairs – Electricity 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
PO Box 1199 
DICKSON ACT 2602 

A copy of the proposed changes to the code is available from the ACCC’s web site 
(www.accc.gov.au). 

The closing date for submissions is 24 March 2005. 

If you require further information please contact Ms Stacey Breen (02) 6243 1233. 


