
 
 

 

 
 
 
10 January 2003 
 
 
 
Mr Sebastian Roberts 
Acting General Manager 
Regulatory Affairs – Electricity 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
PO Box 1199  
Dickson    ACT    2602  
 
 
 
Dear Sebastian 

DRAFT DETERMINATION – TECHNICAL STANDARDS CODE CHANGES  

I refer to the Commission’s draft determination, notified on 4 December 2002, in 
respect of the applications submitted by NECA for authorisation of changes to the 
National Electricity Code relating to the Reliability Panel’s review of Technical 
Standards. 

SPI PowerNet is generally supportive of the conditions of authorisation contained in 
the draft determination.  We note the comments made by NEMMCO in its submission 
dated 16 December 2002, and agree with them that the wording in the draft 
determination contains several discrepancies from that agreed by NECA, NEMMCO 
and the TNSPs and submitted to the Commission.   

In addition to the above correction we request that the Commission consider the 
following matter (which has material compliance implications) in formulating its final 
determination. 

 
Performance Requirements For Existing Networks 
 
In its draft determination the Commission has identified that the upgrading of existing 
networks in order to comply with the new standards would cause undue costs to be 
borne by the NSPs, and the outcome would be economically unjustifiable.  SPI 
PowerNet wholly supports the Commission's conclusion, a view that TNSPs have 
expressed in responses throughout the process.  The Commission's draft 
determination notes submissions by Transend, VENCorp and TransGrid relating to 
this issue. 

However, the draft determination only addresses one aspect of a network's 
performance that would be subject to new standards, namely protection clearance 
times dealt with by condition C4.16.  With respect to protection systems, primary 
protection system redundancy is another fundamental aspect of historic design 
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standards that needs to be preserved in relation to existing networks.  This is 
necessary because of the specific requirements for redundancy that will be 
introduced by new clause S5.1.9(d).  This could be dealt with via a condition similar 
to C4.16 applying with respect to new S5.1.9(d). 

Additionally we note the Commission has observed that upgrading of existing of 
networks on account of the new standards would be inconsistent the objectives of 
S5.1a.1.  The referenced schedule contains system standards relating to the range of 
power system technical parameters, including stability, frequency, voltage level and 
characteristics.  We suggest that the draft determination should also clarify that the 
existing capability of the existing network in respect of these parameters prevails.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

(signed)  Charles Popple 
Executive Manager Transmission Services   


	DRAFT DETERMINATION – TECHNICAL STANDARDS CODE CH
	Performance Requirements For Existing Networks



