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The Alfred, Melbourne, writes in support of the continuation of the acti: by Health Purchasing Victoria to
establish a panel of nursing agencies to supply agency nurses to public hfispitals in Victoria.

Although the Direction issued by the Secretary of the Department of Hu fan Services regulated the
maximum price which can be paid by hospitals for agency nurses and th iconditions under which they can

be utilised, the establishment of a panel of agencies could address broadd t issues of quality and safety.

Through a tendering process we could ensure that agencies comply with 4 range of criteria including
ensuring appropriate and up to date registration, on-going training and edhcation of their staff and the
timely provision of nurses. This process would allow healthcare organi ! ions to contract with nursing
agencies which demonstrate a commitment to providing a high quality 54 tvice by taking the responsibility
for employing registered, well trained, qualified staff and supplying the i 'in a timely and reliable manner.
As nurses work in an environment where they are involved in making crjical decisions and undertake
actions that impact the health and life of patients and families, we must l iake safe practice a top priority.

If you have any questions and or comments, please do not hesitate to co fact me.
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