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/Senior Associate Emily Shoemark 

Direct line  

Email  

Our ref 20102 ESH 

Your ref  

Monday, 22 June 2020 

 

Mr Robert Janisson 

Australian Competition & Consumer Commission 

23 Marcus Clarke Street 

CANBERRA ACT 2601 

adjudication@accc.gov.au 

Dear Mr Janisson 

BSC RESPONSE TO BUTTON CELL BATTERY QUESTIONS 

I refer to your email of 17 June 2020 seeking a public submission to clarify the proposed treatment of 

Button Cell Batteries within the BSC Battery Stewardship Scheme design.  

BSC acknowledges the concerns raised by ACCC that: 

(a) if  the Scheme involves at-home storage of  button batteries, this has the potential 

of  posing a safety hazard until the batteries are disposed of  are disposed of;  

(b) button batteries pose a serious safety risk and would be concerned by any 

proposed conduct that might increase the risk of  ingestion by young children in 

the home.  

The ACCC has requested BSC provide a submission addressing these concerns for publication on the 

public register, and in particular explaining: 

i) how consumers will be asked to dispose of  button batteries, including 

whether the advice will be for immediate disposal, or retention in the 

home for subsequent disposal at a battery collection point, and 

ii) if  BSC’s recommendation will not be for immediate disposal of  button 

batteries, how BSC’s proposed process will address the heightened safety 

risk posed by the retention of  these batteries. 

Please find below the BSC’s submission. 
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1. The primary intent of  the proposed Battery Stewardship Scheme is to ensure safe 

management and recovery of  all battery types including button cell batteries.   This broad 

scope has been agreed by all governments in Australia.  The BSC has proposed a flexible 

approach for the implementation of  the stewardship scheme to take account of  the state 

of  the domestic battery recycling industry; the limited impact of  existing schemes for 

handheld batteries and issues that are subject to other regulatory  processes such as with 

button cell batteries.   

2. The proposed BSC scheme will involve a staged implementation in recognition that it 

will take some time  to achieve its objective of  ensuring all batteries are recycled rather 

than go to landfill disposal where there are health, fire and environmental risks.    

3. In the case of  button cell batteries, BSC will not be proposing or endorsing any 

significant at-home storage of  batteries but rather a preference for immediate disposal 

through collection for recycling. 

4. As stated in the submission to the ACCC dated 11 May 2020, the BSC intends to further 

address button battery safety as a priority in our operational design phase.   While the 

Scheme’s objectives appear to necessitate the retention of  batteries for later recycling, in 

the case of  button batteries BSC would seek to take a risk-based approach.    

5. The operational design phase would include evaluation of  risks, recovery options and 

educational strategies recognising that button batteries: 

(a) present profoundly serious risks for children (highest priority); 

(b) present risks to households as they can ignite if  short circuiting occurs (e.g. 

through damage or contact with other batteries or metal objects);   

(c) are still sometimes inappropriately stored in the home as consumers hoard 

batteries due to a lack of  responsible recycling options and an aversion to wasting 

resources; 

(d) are sometimes disposed of  by consumers in rubbish bins and recycling receptacles 

both of  which may be accessible to children; 

(e) are currently collected for recycling at a rate of  6% of  annual sales; 

(f) are recycled by consumers in limited amounts as evidenced by anecdotal 

information from recyclers who see that button batteries comprise approximately 

2% of  handheld batteries received. 

6. The BSC intends that the Scheme will: 

(a) build on the existing work by industry and regulators to prepare a button battery 

stewardship strategy to identify safe recovery procedures and create educational 

material to increase awareness of  button battery hazards and mitigation 

measures.   












