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Dear Interested Party 

Virgin Australia Airlines Pty Ltd’s application for authorisation – AA1000497 – 
interested party consultation 

On 9 April 2020, Virgin Australia Airlines Pty Ltd (Virgin Australia) lodged an application for  
authorisation and interim authorisation to coordinate with Australian-based airlines usually 
operating domestic or short haul trans-Tasman and Pacific Island international services (the 
Australian Domestic Airlines) as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.1 This includes the 
Qantas Group (including Jetstar), Regional Express Pty Ltd (Rex), Alliance Airlines, 
Cobham, and Air North.  

Interim authorisation would allow Virgin Australia to coordinate with Australian Domestic 
Airlines, in the manner described below, while the ACCC considers its application. 

The application for authorisation 

Virgin Australia seeks to coordinate with one or more of the Australian Domestic Airlines to: 

 agree the routes, flight schedules and/or capacity for Regular Passenger Transport 
(RPT) services; 

 jointly determine which carrier is best placed to operate a particular route or service; and 

 agree to split or share revenue generated by services in relation to which one or more of 
the airlines have cooperated (Coordinated Flights) (including discussing and sharing 
financial support provided by Commonwealth and State governments), but not extending 
to agreements relating to the price of fares offered to the market, 

on all Australian domestic routes, routes between Australia and New Zealand, and routes 
between Australia and the Pacific Islands, until 30 June 2021 (the Proposed Conduct). 

A copy of the application for authorisation is available on the ACCC’s Public Register.  

You are welcome to pass this letter on to others who may wish to make submissions.  

                                                

1 Virgin Australia also sought authorisation and interim authorisation for the Australian Domestic 

Airlines to collectively bargain with Australian airports and to discuss and agree the allocation of cargo 
space with airfreight providers and operators. Virgin Australia subsequently withdrew its request for 
authorisation in relation to both these matters and they no longer form part of the Proposed Conduct.  
 

https://www.accc.gov.au/public-registers/authorisations-and-notifications-registers/authorisations-register/virgin-australia-airlines-pty-ltd
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Request for submissions 

The ACCC invites you to make a submission on the likely public benefits and effect on 
competition, or any other public detriment, from the Proposed Conduct, including:  

1. the revenue sharing proposal;  

2. the urgency for engaging in the Proposed Conduct; 

3. the time period for authorisation; and 

4. possible conditions on authorisation, which may include:  

(a) a price condition which would set a cap on fares for Coordinated Flights, and/or 

(b) a reporting condition which would require the applicant and other participating airlines 
to notify the ACCC of any agreements pursuant to the authorisation and to provide 
regular reports to the ACCC on flight data and average fares. 

How to make a submission 

If you intend to provide a submission, please do so by Monday 1 June 2020. Submissions 
should be emailed to adjudication@accc.gov.au with the subject ‘Virgin Australia - 
AA1000497 - Submission’. If you would like to provide comments orally, please contact 
Tessa Cramond on 03 9658 6516 to organise a suitable time. 

We recognise that the COVID-19 situation may be causing disruptions to normal operations. 
For this reason we are taking a flexible approach to receiving feedback on the Conduct. You 
may wish to contact us by phone to discuss your views or submission before this deadline. 

Submissions, including a record of oral submissions, will be placed on the ACCC’s public 
register subject to any request for exclusion (see the ACCC guidelines for more information). 

Timetable 

An indicative timetable is below. This timetable is subject to change. The most up to date 
indicative timetable is available on the ACCC’s public register. 

9 April 2020 Lodgement of application and supporting submission, including request for 
interim authorisation. 

11 May 2020 Public consultation process begins. 

1 June 2020  Closing date for submissions on the substantive application for 
authorisation from interested parties. 

8 June 2020 Applicant responds to issues raised in the public consultation process. 

July/August 2020 Draft determination. 

August/September 
2020 

Public consultation on draft determination including any conference if called. 

October 2020 Final determination. 

 
  

mailto:adjudication@accc.gov.au
https://www.accc.gov.au/public-registers/authorisations-and-notifications-registers/authorisations-register/virgin-australia-airlines-pty-ltd
https://www.accc.gov.au/public-registers/authorisations-and-notifications-registers/authorisations-register/virgin-australia-airlines-pty-ltd
https://www.accc.gov.au/publications/guidelines-for-authorisation-of-conduct-non-merger
https://www.accc.gov.au/public-registers/authorisations-and-notifications-registers/authorisations-register/virgin-australia-airlines-pty-ltd
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This letter has been placed on the ACCC’s public register. If you wish to discuss any aspect 
of this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Tessa Cramond on 03 9658 6516 or 
adjudication@accc.gov.au.  

Yours sincerely  

 
Darrell Channing 
Director 
Adjudication 

mailto:adjudication@accc.gov.au

	Virgin Australia Airlines Pty Ltd’s application for authorisation – AA1000497 – interested party consultation
	The application for authorisation
	Request for submissions
	How to make a submission
	Timetable

