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Application for authorisation - Australian Engineered Stone Advisory Group (AESAG) 
 
The Housing Industry Association (HIA) refers to the application by the AESAG which seeks 
authorisation from the ACCC for 10 years on behalf of itself, future members and other suppliers of 
engineered stone to: 
 

 adopt industry accreditation standards for fabricators and stonemasons (Fabricators) working 
with engineered stone (Accreditation Standard);  

 require Fabricators to whom AESAG members supply engineered stone, to comply with health 
and safety practices under the “model” work health and safety (WHS) laws when working with 
the engineered stone in order to achieve accreditation; and 

 consider whether to refuse to supply engineered stone where Fabricators do not meet the 
Accreditation Standards (Proposed Conduct). 

 
HIA writes in response to the authorisation application and the Proposed Conduct. 
 
HIA is Australia’s only national industry association representing the interests of the residential 
building industry. HIA represents a membership of 60,000 across Australia. HIA members are 
involved in land development, detached home building, home renovations, low & medium-density 
housing, high-rise apartment buildings and building product manufacturing. HIA members operating 
across all types of residential building work will potentially be affected by the authorisation application 
and the Proposed Conduct. 
 
HIA is concerned that the authorisation application and Proposed Conduct would restrict trade in a 
way that would create an unacceptable distortion in, not only the market for the supply of engineered 
stone, but also the residential building industry. The residential building industry is one of Australia’s 
most dynamic, innovative and efficient service industries and is a key driver of the Australian 
economy. 
 
HIA recognises that there is significant industry concern regarding the recent spike in the diagnosis 
of silicosis in workers exposed to respirable crystalline silica (RCS) in the engineered stone benchtop 
industry. It is understood that prolonged breathing in of RCS at concentrations in excess of the 
current Workplace Exposure Standard (WES) value of 0.1 mg/m3 presents a significant risk of 






