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The AIOH has been active in providing input to the various inquiries that are being carried out at the 
moment. This includes making submissions to the National Dust Diseases Taskforce and the Dust 
Diseases Board (NSW). 

 

The BFA website carries practical advice on safe work practices in a variety of industry sectors, 
including engineered stone. It provides toolbox talks and free downloadable material that can be used 
for training and awareness-building purposes. In addition, over the last few months BFA volunteers 
have been active in Queensland, New South Wales and Western Australia with roadshow initiatives 
aimed at raising awareness of silicosis risks in the engineered stone industry and the 
countermeasures that are needed.  

4.0 The AIOH’s position on the AESAG Application 

The AIOH is committed to the objective of preventing future cases of silicosis. This will be achieved 
by application of OHS best practice when working with engineered stone, particularly during 
fabrication. The objective will be met by using well-developed management plans. These will cover 
aspects such as engineering controls, wet work practices (no dry cutting), effective RPE programs, 
appropriate air monitoring for exposure assessment, health surveillance and worker training.  

The current Queensland Code of Practice, “Protecting Workers from Exposure to Respirable 
Crystalline Silica, Guide to Safe Bench Top Fabrication and Installation”, is considered the standard 
appropriate.  

https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/181940/Managing-respirable- 
crystalline-silica-dust-exposure-in-the-stone-benchtop-industry-Code-of-Practice-2019.pdf).   

Although the AESAG Code is a positive initiative, it does not address the issues as comprehensively 
as the Queensland Code. Furthermore, through site inspections the States’ OHS authorities are 
continually improving the workplace standards and practices with their local engineered stone 
fabrication businesses.  Again, we do not believe the AESAG Code and auditing process will deliver 
the high standards that the State OHS authorities will achieve. 

The fabrication of engineered stone is a high-risk industry as seen by the number of cases of silicosis 
that have occurred in a very short time period. The AIOH would encourage a registration scheme 
such that all businesses can be monitored for safe operating work practices to ensure respirable silica 
exposures are below the Safe Work Australia exposure standard.  

The AIOH does have concerns about the administration of the industry accreditation scheme. Without 
more detail about the application, particularly the AESAG Code and Accreditation process with the 
Green Cap company, we cannot comment fully.  Voluntary self-regulation approaches have had a 
chequered history in this country, so the AIOH recommends that there should be an independent 
overview of the accreditation process.  

The AIOH suggests that resources used for occupational hygiene assessments and auditing in 
relation to the AESAG proposals should be Certified Occupational Hygienists or Full Members of the 
AIOH throughout Australia. This auditing program should not be limited to one company but to those 
companies with the competent hygienists described above who are professional members of the 
AIOH. 

OHS legislation in Australia lays out clear duty of care responsibilities for importers, manufacturers 
and suppliers, as well as for those involved in installation of products such as engineered stone. 
Accordingly, product stewardship (whole of life) considerations should be part of the broader 
assessment of this industry sector. The past history of supplier’s guidelines and the quality of their 
Safety Data Sheets detailing the health effects and workplaces practices for safe work have not been 
of the high standard required for this high-risk activity.  






