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Xenophon goes to AGCC over gambling reform

Updated 13 minutes ago

Independent Senator Nick Xenophon has lodged a complalntwith
the Aulralian Competiüon and Consumer Commisslon (AGCG)

about a gambllng advertising campaign by Clubs Aulralla and the
Australian Hotels Association.

The campaign states the Federal Govemment's proposed changes

affeotlng gambllng would mean people would need to apply for a

licence to make a $S ¡et.

Senator Xenophon says the statement and a number of ofhers in the
campaign are incsnest and misleading.

'The Hotels and Clubs campalgn says gambling reform is un-Australian

but wftat's really un-Australian is for them to be against helping problem

gamblers," he said.

Senator Xenophon says he has countered the clubs and hotels' media

bliE with a newwebsite ltsabigfatlie.com.au

Clubs Australia says planned new restictions would amount to needing

a "licence lo punt' and it is vowing to oampe¡gn untll the Govemment
backs down,
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NIOK XËN()PHON
rndépenderrt Senatof for Ë9uth Auetfßlia

AUSTRAL¡AN SENATF

Or,rr Refr ßAM/N0€Ë

Mr Graeme Samuel
Chairman
ÃËüitil cornpetition and consu ms¡ Çernrnisslorì

GPo Box 31 31

Canberra ACT 2601

Dear Mr Samuel,

Re;Mis|eadinsadvertr:ii"Jfiit^îi*,T,".J"¡tHotelsA+sociation

I write in relation to the full-page adveÉisement published ln various ne.wspapefs

näïãnä¡v ùv t e auiir,aiian'nõtels assoctation and clubs Australla on Monday r 1"

Ápiit zoit (oopy of advertisement afrached)'

The advertltement was hea ,' and made a

number of otaims about the -comnritment

ie.r,notogv to Poker machln

rtisement, and any äsÉociated eleotronfc
ënëy with,reepect to any potential '

merAc't 2010., , 
,

. :: : i : :

'l 
outlirre the mlsleading clalms fnade ¡n 

the,.aOvertisement'belôw and p¡oVide ''

;üËüri.Jt"òtr ã¡ io ütrvttrev'are misleading' ' , 
,

Eleëtôrate 'Offlce
r Pl+èê
relia 5OOÐ

:
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l¿,ì, ÂFri. 2rlii rl;19 {:*'& XtÌiÌffiið*ï, t,l(1.5¿31 ';.
-l

; problem gambling and help those
better conliolhow much they are :

rnachirres to be available for those no
harm machine onwhlch pre-commitrr

'::'',i,,,'l'.,,
The adVertisement implies that the Federal Government has already
determinèd wlrat tlle'tbchnology will be (Yf the Fedçral Govørnmeni gef
their waf ,,.")''* : 

:

- The Joint Farli-anentary Gambiing Reform Commlttee has not yet provided I

its rccommendations about what the pre-oommitrnent technology should be
or how it will work.
- No leglslation has been drafted as yet'

The advertisement claims thatthere Witl be ã "foss of Íteedom and
privacy" - . :

e, players willstillbe able to choose how
rrwhat peiiod of time. lt will not restrict
hines.
a cenkaldatabase and player traoking,

, Thls iS not true. There ls no Interest In collecting data through tha l

m

' G Personaldetails thiough their :

m

:

The qdvertisement clatms thercwill be a "lo$s of tuppottto spofting

ài ¡¡san¿' iammuníg QtottPst :

- The
retere
- The
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- given this, tftere are strong grounds lì

oisigniticantly lower lev-efs of gamfng

' clubi, comméneurate with the realise

,'
The statemertts in the advertisemeñt qre blatantly miîlea{ilg' are designed to

misrnform the puþflóã;d ô not accurately reþresentthe rhtèntion of the proposed

gambll¡g refonn agênda. , i ': ,

t expect that thìs rnislead wiil be.publisheO,again in newspapêr$

nationally and I understs for radio ànd teieviqion wlttt slmllar

ùisleaa¡ng comments wi adcast shortly' i ;

:l

hy assoclated advertisements as a rnatter

$ublication and/or broadcast, togethef

approp rlate sanctions'

Flease rlo not hesltate to cÔntäGt us to cliseuss tlt*^q$e^[,fyrther, My senlor

ÀJuii"r, fuefyn ff, óan be reached directly on 02 6277 3551-

Yours Sincerely,

NTCK XENOPHON
Independent $enator for Sottth Australia'

121 Q4 1,2011 r , ,

Ð
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