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ACCC court act¡on alleges Sydney forklift gas supply cartel

Dear ACCC Caftel Information Network subscriber

The ACCC has launched court action against two forklift gas suppliers alleging that the companies engaged in
cartel conduct

See the media release below for more details.

Regards

Education and Engagement
Compliance Strategies Branch

ACCC news release (NR 1791121
23 August 2012

f\CiiC {-:{.}{¡rt;}ction aåleges Syclney fonklift gas suppäy cartel
'l-l¡t; 

Âi.¡ .;í¡¿ri¡¿rr Conr¡;elrtron;¡nd ConsLlmei" C;onl¡lission h¿:s instrtirted ¡:toceedtrtgs it1 thÉ l-cdelai ()curl. lrl

ljyrlrrrry i-rglirnst f-le:rreguele; Gas Pty L.td (tradirrg as Supagas NSW a prrvately ov'¡ned companV) ilrtd.$pled-

l: (-,;;::. iNli\,A/) l-)ty ltrJ (al ivhcllV owned subsicliary of Orrgrn Energy Ltmiied)



'l 
llr,r AC,r.l[: ailerlr:s tlrat these companies through therr :e nior executrves and sales staff. gave effect lo an

íìrrit (;trnìl)ctltlve cart(il artangement wirolr rncluded nnt supplyrng liquid petroleum gas (LP{3) cylinders for

forklìftl¡ lq.¡ e¿¡ch others' cuslcmers These cuslonrers were both snlall and large scale businesses. LpG
r-:yltndets ate tlsscl fu-r power forklifts in a wÌde range clf logrstieal operättorÌs across inclustries to llft arid

tt;tn:¡rurt c¡tlods

noL approaülring custcrlers of the other conrpetrtor

not otfenng to supply forkhft gas to custor¡ers of the other cclmpetitor, ancl

offerrnQ to supply fr:rkllft ças to cLlstorners of the other compefitor aL a pncÊ that tlrey knew

was nut lrkely to induce lhç: custo¡ner to clrange sLrppliers

ihts ;,riit.r¡r-rr f çeri relrrcl rnay have resulted rn forkl¡ft cìas c.r_lst<¡mers of Renegade Gas anrl Speerl-E,G¿:,-¡ not

berrrr.¡ ;:lrl,-. 1n ol-itarrr ¡i t1Ìc)re competrhve prÍce fronÌ the other supplier. anri therefore paytng a higfrei price

tltatr tltt,yttt:tyt:lhcrwtsethacl topay Suchhrghercosttothesebusinessesn'ìayhavel¡eenpassedorì10
cìorlst.l¡.ì'ler$ flirough hrgher prices tliat con$ulners pay for goorls suppliecl by these bustnesses

I hr,; l\(.)CC rs seË{(irìg declarations, injunctrons, pecuniary penalties and costs against Renegade Gas and

$¡:ctrrl t Gas ln adrjttÍon to these remedies. the ACCC is also seeking the implenrentatíon of a tracJer

pr¿ìr;lrL'es corlpliance progratrì by Renegade Gas

l"he A(ìÛC ts also alleging that current ancl forrner senior executives of both Renegade Gas ancJ Speecl-[-
Glrs rtrt¡rlerttented the allegecl cartel arrangement between Renegade Gas and Speed-E-Gas. The ACCC rs
:-i{r(jl(lrìiJ rlirclat¡:ttLrns. inluitctiorrs. banning eirders, pectlntary penalties and costs agarnstthese senjor
(ìxtjcultvet,

A dirr:.'cltr¡tts heartnç¡ is listed forthe FederalCourt in Syclney on 20 September 2012

Further information about cartel conduct is available on the ACCC Cartels web page:

www ¿:ccc ctov aulcartelg.
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