
Chart A: Procedure for lodgement and assessment of Part VIIA price notifications

Standard assessment 
(a guide only)

Short form assessment 
(a guide only)

Pre-lodgement

The declared firm is encouraged to approach ACCC staff to discuss the 

prospective price notification and timetable before lodgement. The declared firm 

seeks ACCC guidance on what information needs to be submitted when the 

draft notification is lodged in the near future. The meeting will also be used to 

determine whether the standard assessment or short form assessment will be 

followed.

Stage 1. Lodgement – Draft notification 

1. The declared firm lodges a draft notification with the ACCC and provides a 

supporting submission and related documentation.

(Under the short form process, the 

ACCC will determine whether the 

notification should be lodged in 

draft form in order for a consultation 

process to be conducted. This will 

be determined on a case-by-case 

basis depending on the content of the 

notification)

Stage 2. Assessment

(Within a few working days of the ACCC 

receiving the draft notification)

2. ACCC assesses draft notification to ensure sufficient information is 

provided. ACCC requests further information where necessary.

(The ACCC will aim to publish an issues 

paper within 3 weeks of receiving the 

notification. Timing will depend on whether 

all supporting documentation has been 

provided by the declared firm)

3. ACCC publishes an issues paper which outlines the issues that are likely 

to be relevant in its consideration. It also publishes the submitted draft 

price notification. ACCC seeks submissions from interested parties. ACCC 

may also decide to hold roundtable discussions to seek views of industry 

stakeholders

ACCC may consider requests for 

confidentiality from parties to limit 

whole or part(s) of their submission 

being published by the ACCC

(ACCC will usually allow interested 

parties between 2– 4 weeks to make a 

submission)

4. ACCC receives submissions from interested parties and makes these 

submissions publicly available.

(Under the short form process, the 

ACCC may determine a shorter 

consultation period should apply)

Stage 3. Decision

(ACCC will aim to publish its preliminary 

view within 2 months from the closing date 

of submissions)

5. ACCC publishes preliminary view and statement of reasons to the declared 

firm and seeks comment from interested parties.

(Under the short form process, the 

ACCC may decide not to release a 

preliminary view)

(Interested parties will usually be given up 

to 4 weeks to provide a written submission 

on the ACCC’s preliminary view)

6. ACCC receives further submissions on its preliminary view.

7. ACCC considers further comments received. 

8. The declared firm lodges a formal notification. (The ACCC may decide that it is not 

necessary for the declared  

to lodge a draft notification prior to it 

submitting a final notification. These 

requirements will be agreed between 

the ACCC and the declared at 

the pre-lodgement meeting)

(ACCC is required to release its final 

decision within 21 days after receiving 

a formal price notification subject to any 

extensions provided for by the Act)

9. ACCC considers formal notification and issues its final decision.

ACCC decides to ‘not object’ to the notified price increase. ACCC decides to ‘not object’ to an 

increase lower than that proposed 

(known as the ‘approved’ price).

ACCC decides to ‘object’ to the notified price 

increase.

(ACCC is required to update its public 

register as soon as practicable following 

its decision. It must also publish a Gazette 

notice within 3 months after publishing its 

decision)

10. ACCC maintains register of price notifications


