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25 May 2020 

 

Mr. Matthew Schroder 

General Manager  

Infrastructure & Transport – Access and Pricing Branch 

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 

GPO Box 520 

Melbourne VIC 3001 

 

Submitted by email: transport@accc.gov.au 

 

Dear Mr. Schroder 

 

Extension of the 2008 Interstate Access Undertaking (to 30 June 2021) 

 

Pacific National (PN) welcomes and supports ARTC’s application to extend the termination date of its 2008 Interstate 

Access Undertaking (2008 IAU) to 30 June 2021 pursuant to section 44ZZBD(1) of the Competition and Consumer Act 

2010 (Cth) (the Act).   

 

ARTC requires the extension so the ACCC can undertake its revaluation of the interstate network regulatory asset base 

(RAB); the application does not propose to make any other amendments to the 2008 IAU.  We understand the ACCC 

will make a formal decision on the RAB valuation approach, together with ARTC’s other proposals for the IAU, once 

ARTC formally submits its replacement IAU. 

 

In deciding whether to consent to a variation of an access undertaking under section 44ZZA(7) of the Act, the ACCC 

must have regard to the matters set out in section 44ZZA(3). Given the number of unresolved issues from the 2018 

IAU ACCC draft decision (including the pricing framework) and the timing requirements for the valuation, PN submits 

that on balance, the certainty provided by the 12 month extension is in the circumstances consistent with ‘the interests 

of persons who might want access to the service’ (section 44ZZA(3)(c) of the Act). 

 

PN looks forward to working with ARTC on the other proposals for its IAU over the next few months, in particular a new 

pricing framework to encourage additional freight volumes on its network to grow rail modal share. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Robert Millar  
Regulation & Policy Manager 


