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Dear Mr Cooper 

We refer to your letter of 3 September 2012 . 

The Australian Society of Orthopaedic Surgeons (ASOS) responds as follows: 

1. ASOS understands that it is ultimately the responsibility of legislators to determine what standards of training 

and levels of education are recognised as being sufficient for the safe and effective practice of cutting bone and 

tendon.  Complications in this area may result in amputation and deformity and are not easily rectifiable.  For 

this reason hospital credentialing committees must also be able to determine scope of practice and operating 

rights at the facility which they protect, and must be allowed to make decisions on public safety grounds. 

 

2. Prior to national registration, state medical practitioner acts held that it was an offence for an individual to 

represent themselves as a medical practitioner or to undertake procedures and treatments in which they were 

not trained.  ASOS believes there should be no diminution of these public safeguards and that licensing 

authorities must be held accountable for the results of their decisions.   

 

3. ASOS acknowledges the right of directors of health funds to rebate services they believe are consistent with 

their responsibilities as directors.   

 

4. ASOS understands that there is a view that those who claim to be competent in surgical techniques should be 

allowed to offer services, with the patient the ultimate determiner in an open and contestable market.   This 

model existed prior to the formation of medical colleges, and the result was an insistence by government on 

licensing only those practitioners with the highest standards of training, verified by the medical training boards.    

 

5. ASOS rejects the view that competencies in orthopaedic surgery and surgery generally can be acquired separate 

from a comprehensive medical education in the whole body systems.     To believe so, is to understand only part 

of the equation.  The skills to fully understand what the problem is (diagnosis), what should be done, and the 

possible complications and hazards associated with a procedure, cannot be acquired in short courses.   All 

buildings need solid foundations to avert catastrophe.  

6. The Australian Orthopaedic Association (AOA), which is the recognised teaching and standards body for 

orthopaedic surgery in Australia, will be making a submission on the issue of podiatric surgery.   

Yours faithfully  
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