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Critical Issues in Regulation – From the Journals 

The Regulation of Language, Yehonatan Givati, 

The Journal of Law and Economics, 61, 3, August 
2018, pp. 397-425. 

This paper is about the Regulation of Language.  
This is considered across various countries, including 
analysing the relationship between a country’s 
regulatory approach towards language and its 
approach to law and economic regulation in general.  
In pursuing the topic, the author, Yehonatan Givati, 
collected original data on the regulation of language 
across countries and subjected this to an 
econometric analysis.  There are eight sections in the 
paper:  Introduction; Language Regulation (two 
subsections); Which Countries Regulate Language? 
(two subsections); Language Regulation and 
Attitudes toward Economic Regulation; Language 
Regulation and Language Outcomes; Robustness 
(three subsections); Discussion; and Conclusion.  
There are two Appendices. 

The author observes that language has been 
considered an archetypal example of spontaneous 
order by economists, including Friedrich von Hayek.  
He also observes that, before Hayek, Charles Darwin 
in The Descent of Man had noted that the formation 
of different languages, and of distinct species, and 
the proofs that both have been developed through a 
gradual process, are ‘curiously parallel’.  And 
following Hayek, the author observes that Matt Ridley 
has recently explained that ‘language stands as the 
ultimate example of a spontaneously organised 
phenomenon’.  Yehonatan Givati observes that, 
despite this common perception, many countries 
adopt a planned-order approach to language, 
attempting to plan centrally and control it through 
language academies.   

The original data collected allows the author to 
construct proxies for regulation of Language and 
different explanatory variables.  These data are then 
used in an econometric analysis across countries.  
There are two main findings emerging from the 
econometric analysis:  First, countries that adopt a 
planned-order approach to Language also adopt a 
planned-order approach in their law and in their 
economy.  Second, the analysis reveals that 
countries that adopt a spontaneous-order approach 
to Language also adopt a spontaneous-order 
approach in their law and in their economy.  The 

author further observes that these findings are 
consistent with the idea that these approaches are 
driven by an underlying cultural attitude toward the 
two types of order. 

There are 46 items in the reference list, with year of 
publication ranging from 1697 to 2017.  Economists 
cited include Alberto Alesina, Edward Glaeser, 
Friedrich von Hayek, and Andrei Shleifer. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to 
Journal of Law and Economics. 

Productivity Revisited – Shifting Paradigms 
in Analysis and Policy, Ana Paula Cusolito and 

William F Maloney, World Bank Productivity Project, 
World Bank Group, Washington DC, December 2018. 

This study is the second publication of the World 
Bank Group’s World Bank Productivity Project.  It 
takes stock of recent advances in what it refers to as 
the ‘second wave’ of productivity analysis, which calls 
into question much previous research in this area.  
According to the authors, productivity has again 
moved to centre stage in two critical academic and 
policy debates.  The first of these debates surrounds 
the slowing of global growth amid ‘spectacular 
technological advances’.  The second debate focuses 
on the ‘frustratingly slow progress [by developing 
countries] in catching up to the technological frontier’.  
Productivity Revisited seeks to bring together the 
new conceptual advances of ‘second-wave’ 
productivity analysis that have, according to the 
authors, ‘revolutionised the study of productivity.’   
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The study provides what it describes as a new set of 
tools for approaching these debates.  It extends this 
analysis and, using unique data sets from multiple 
developing countries, grounds it in the developing-
country context.  It calls for a rebalancing away from 
an exclusive focus on misallocation toward a greater 
focus on upgrading businesses and facilitating the 
emergence of productive new establishments.  Such 
an approach requires a supportive environment, and 
various types of human capital – managerial, 
technical, and actuarial – are necessary to cultivate 
new transformational businesses. 

The Study is structured as follows:  Executive 
Summary; five chapters; and an Appendix.  The five 
chapters are titled:  The Elusive Promise of 
Productivity; Enhancing Firm Performance; 
Misallocation, Dispersion and Risk; Entry and Exit:  
Creating Experimental Societies; and Productivity 
Policies.  The Appendix is titled:  Measuring the 
Productivity Residual:  From Theory to Measurement. 

There are six separate reference lists – one for each 
of the five chapters and one for the appendix.  
Economists cited include William Baumol, Robert 
Gordon, Paul Krugman and Robert Solow. 

The study can be freely accessed here. 

An Analysis of Value Capture Instruments, 

Peter Abelson, Economic Papers, 37, 4, December 
2018, pp. 399-411. 

This paper, written by Peter Abelson, is about value-
capture instruments that can potentially be used for 
capturing in some way the value of an investment in 
public infrastructure.  Value-capture methods 
considered in the paper include five forms of 

property‐related taxes (a tax on land-value uplift; a 
broad‐based land tax; a selective land tax; property 
taxes; and transaction taxes) and three forms of user 
charges (developer charges; consumer charges; and 
sale of development rights).  The author assesses 
these eight options against three standard policy 
objectives:  efficiency, equity and practical 
administration.   

There are five sections in the paper titled:  
Introduction; Value Capture Instruments and 
Evaluation Criteria (two subsections); Value Capture 
Taxes (five subsections); User Charges (three 
subsections); and Conclusions.  There are two 
annexes.  

Peter Abelson finds that all three main forms of user 
charges meet the three criteria applied; and that 
special-area land tax and property tax may also be 
appropriate in limited cases.  In the author’s view, a 
pure betterment tax on land-value uplift is efficient in 
principle, but would rarely be practical.   

There are 16 items in the reference list, with year of 
publication ranging from 1999 to 2017.  A classic 

article cited is Wallace Oates’s ‘An Essay on Fiscal 
Federalism’ published in The Journal of Economic 
Literature in 1999. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to 
Economic Papers. 

Western Australia's Domestic Gas 
Reservation Policy:  Modelling the Economic 
Impact with a Computable General 
Equilibrium Approach, Kelly Neill, Peter Hartley, 

Rod Tyers, and Philip Adams, The Economic Record, 
Volume 95, Number 308, March 2019, pp. 90-113. 

This paper is about the gas reservation policy 
operating in Western Australia (WA) which diverts 15 
per cent of liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports to the 
local market, with the objective of suppressing 
domestic gas prices.  There are seven sections to the 
paper:  Introduction; The Domestic Gas Reservation 
Policy; The Economics of Gas Reservation; 
Modelling Approach (four subsections); Scenarios 
(three subsections); Economic Impact Simulation 
Results (six subsections); and Policy Implications.  
An appendix covers Modelling Detail.  

The authors employ a detailed computable general 
equilibrium approach to modelling the WA gas market 
to examine the policy's effects.  This model 
incorporates:  disaggregated project-by-project 
supply; the large capacity costs typical of gas supply 
projects; foreign ownership on both sides of the 
market; and oligopolistic pricing power.  This model is 
interlinked with the established Centre of Policy 
Studies’ Victoria University Regional Model of the 
Australian state and national economies. 

The model in this paper generates the result that the 
policy, as it has been applied to the Gorgon and 
Wheatstone projects, imposes an overall net loss to 
the nation of around $0.6 billion each year.  There is 
an estimated annual loss to producers of $2.2 billion 
and an annual gain to gas users of $1.6 billion, 
resulting in a deadweight loss of $0.6 billion.  The net 
loss to Australian households is estimated to be $300 
million after taking into account foreign ownership. 
Moreover, the authors see no net long-run advantage 
that is conferred on WA's workers or consuming 
households. 

The authors conclude that from a ‘dispassionate 
economics viewpoint’ the WA Government should 
remove the policy.  However, in light of the ‘political 
sensitivities’, they suggest a number of changes to 
the policy that could reduce its cost to the economy.  
These include:  refraining from imposing the policy on 
future LNG developments; reducing the reservation 
requirement from the current 15 per cent; and 
allowing new LNG projects to substitute domestic 
supply from their own reserves with supply from 
alternative sources. 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/30588/9781464813344.pdf?sequence=6&isAllowed=y&deliveryName=DM8226
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There are 38 items in the reference list, with year of 
publication ranging from 2005 to 2018.  Many of the 
references are to publications of national agencies 
and WA State Government departments. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to The 
Economic Record. 

Incentive Properties of Coincident Peak 
Pricing, Ross Baldick, The Journal of Regulatory 

Economics, 54, 2, October 2018, pp. 165-194. 

This paper is about the incentive properties of a 
pricing approach known as ‘coincident peak pricing’ 
that is used in several electricity markets to recover 
the embedded cost of infrastructure, such as 
transmission.  In this approach, measured 
consumption at peak time is used to set charges for 
that pricing period, or for a subsequent period.  In this 
paper Ross Baldick argues that, if transmission costs 
are truly sunk, recovery through coincident peak 
pricing is unlikely to be efficient.  However, in the 
context of growing peak demand, new additions must 
be built.  The author considers the incentive 
properties of coincident peak pricing when related 
investments are not considered to be sunk, and finds 
that it can reproduce the incentive properties of an 
ideal time-varying price.  The author also considers 
several variations on this assumption.  The issue of 
‘the appropriate regulatory regime to induce a 
transmission company to build efficiently’ is explicitly 
not addressed in the paper.  There are six sections in 
the paper:  Introduction and Literature Review; 
Formulation (six subsections); Welfare Inducing 
Prices (two subsections); Example (six subsections); 
Variations (four subsections); and Conclusion.  There 
is an Appendix titled ‘Welfare Maximization’. 

Where avoidable transmission capacity can be 
represented as having a cost that depends on the 
peak of net demand, coincident peak pricing can, in 
principle, be efficient.  Other approaches, such as a 
volumetric adder per unit energy, will typically result 
in inefficient consumption and transmission levels, 
although the distortion for the numerical cases 
examined is not large.  However, in circumstances 
where high energy prices may result in inefficient 
bypass, the effect of recovering costs with an energy 
adder may be more deleterious.  In the ‘practical 
case’ considered by the author, where some of the 
costs are sunk and some are avoidable, a hybrid 
approach may be workably efficient. 

The author observes that, in reality, transmission 
costs exhibit a much more complicated structure than 
is modelled in this paper, with the required capacity in 
a meshed system driven by the so-called ‘N−1 
security criteria’.  These criteria require deliverability 
under any single transmission element failure.  
Moreover, in addition to transmission costs, electric-
distribution costs need to be considered. 

There are 36 items in the reference list, with year of 
publication ranging from 1982 to 2018.  Economists 
cited include Severin Borenstein, William Hogan, 
Richard Green, Paul Klemperer and David Newbery. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to 
Journal of Regulatory Economics. 

The Political Economy of a Carbon Price 
Floor for Power Generation, David Newbery, 

David Reiner and Robert Ritz, The Energy Journal, 
40, 1, January 2019, pp. 1-24. 

This paper is about the political economy of a carbon 
price floor for power generation in Great Britain and 
across the European Union (EU).  The authors 
observe that the EU carbon price lies well below 
estimates of the social cost of carbon and ‘target-
consistent’ carbon prices needed to deliver ambitious 
outcomes such as the 40 per cent reduction target for 
2030.  In light of this, the three authors observe that 
the United Kingdom Government introduced a carbon 
price floor (CPF) for its electricity industry in 2013.  
They also note that the Dutch Government has 
recently made a similar commitment, while 
successive French governments have called for an 
EU-wide CPF.  This paper analyses the impacts and 
design of a power-sector CPF, both at the EU and 
national level, using a political-economy approach.  
The authors find a good case for introducing such a 
price-based instrument into the EU Emissions 
Trading Scheme.  The authors suggest that a CPF 
should be designed to ‘top up’ the EUA price to €25–
30/tCO2, increasing annually at three to five per cent 
above inflation, at least until 2030.  The authors 
argue that the new EU Market Stability Reserve 
enhances the value of a CPF in terms of delivering 
climate benefits, and discuss the potential for a 
regional CPF in North-West Europe.  The authors 
also review international policy experience with price 
floors (and ceilings).   

The paper is structured as follows:  Introduction and 
Policy Context; The EU Emissions Trading Scheme:  
Background, Challenges and Reform; The Case of 
the Carbon Price Floor in Great Britain; International 
Policy Experience with Carbon Price Floors (and 
Ceilings); The Economics of Instrument Choice:  
Prices vs Quantities; Political Economy Analysis of 
an EU-Wide Carbon Price Floor; Political Economy 
Analysis of a National Carbon Price Floor; and 
Conclusions and Policy Recommendations. 

There are 119 items in the reference list with year of 
publication ranging from 1974 to 2018.  Economists 
cited include Paul Joskow, William Nordhaus, 
Michael Spence and Martin Weitzman.  

The article can be accessed by subscription to The 
Energy Journal. 



 

4 

Consumer Welfare Bias and the Welfare 
Effects of Price Discrimination, Francisco 

Galera, Pedro Garcia-del-Barrio and Pedro Mendi, 
Journal of Regulatory Economics, 55, 1, February 
2019, pp. 33-45. 

This paper is about third-degree price discrimination 
which involves a monopolist charging different prices 
for the same product in different segments of the 
market. A well-known result with important policy 
implications is that an output increase is a necessary 
condition for social welfare to increase with third-
degree price discrimination.  The authors explore the 
robustness of this result by introducing an 
assumption that is different from the conventional 
approach, namely that preferences are not quasi-
linear (explained below).  The authors show that, in 
the presence of income differences among 
consumers, the aggregate utility of consumers may, 
in contrast to the well-known result, increase with 
third-degree price discrimination while total output 
remains constant.  This result therefore questions the 
general policy recommendation that third-degree 
price discrimination should be disapproved because it 
reduces welfare unless output increases.   

The authors observe that their result highlights the 
crucial role of the assumption of quasilinear 
preferences in standard welfare calculations.  Quasi-
linearity implies a constant marginal utility of money.  
It is the standard assumption in welfare analysis.  If 
this assumption is relaxed, then the marginal utility of 
money can differ according to differences in income.  
The authors therefore demonstrate that, under their 
assumptions and in the presence of income 
differences, consumer surplus may be a biased 
welfare measure.  This potentially leads to incorrect 
conclusions when assessing the impact of specific 
policies. 

There are four sections in the paper:  Introduction; 
The Model (two subsections); Discussion; and 
Conclusions. 

There are 18 items in the reference list, with year of 
publication ranging from 1890 to 2018.  Economists 
cited include Simon Cowan, Alfred Marshall, Robert 
Pindyck, Richard Schmalensee, Hal Varian and 
Robert Willig. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to 
Journal of Regulatory Economics. 

On the Relevant Cost Standard for Price-
Cost Test in Abuses of Dominance, Pietro 

Crocioni, The Journal of Competition Law and 
Economics, 14, 2, June 2018, pp. 262-291. 

This paper is about the appropriate cost standard(s) 

for applying a price-based test in abuse-of-

dominance cases.  Although there have been many 

cases in Europe, and there is a trend towards the use 

of Average Avoidable Cost (AAC) and Long Run 

Average Incremental Cost (LRAIC) as the 

appropriate standards, the author considers that 

there are still some open issues; and that the starting 

point is to consider what a price-cost test seeks to 

answer.  As foreclosure usually involves a dominant 

firm expanding its output, the relevant question is 

whether such action is profitable for the incumbent.  

While predation is used to illustrate main arguments, 

it is argued that these considerations apply to most, if 

not all, price-based dominance abuses. 

The author makes six main practical suggestions: 

First, for the price–cost test to be aligned with the 

question it seeks to answer, the appropriate cost 

standard is that of incremental cost, irrespective of 

how long the abuse lasted, or was expected to last. 

Second, the time horizon should be the period over 

which predation has taken place.  This makes the 

distinction between a short-run standard and a long-

run standard less relevant, except perhaps in 

forward-looking predation cases where it is unclear 

how long the abuse would last. 

Third, the size of the relevant increment must be 

closely aligned with the prices of the services.  It 

could either be the dominant firm’s total post-abuse 

output or only the output the abuse relates to – that 

is, that portion of demand for which the predator has 

lowered its prices.  If the abuse takes place in 

reaction to entry or rivals’ expansion, the pre-

predation output should be the output expected when 

the incumbent reacts to entry or expansion without 

any foreclosure aims.   

Fourth, when the dominant business switches inputs 

from other services to expand its output, the 

opportunity cost of such action should be factored in 

to estimating the incremental cost.   

Fifth, when there are linkages on the demand-side or 

the supply-side, these may require adjusting the 

scope of the activities or services for which costs are 

estimated.  However, the author cautions that care 

must be taken to exclude services or output ranges, 

which are instrumental to the abuse.  

Sixth, care needs to be used in any LRAIC estimates 

that have been made for a different purpose, such as 

setting ex ante price controls. 

There are 29 items in the reference list, with year of 

publication ranging from 1958 to 2015.  Economists 

cited include Mark Armstrong, William Baumol, Luis 

Cabral, Paul Milgrom, Richard Posner, Michael 

Riordan and Oliver Williamson. 

The article can be accessed by subscription to The 

Journal of Competition Law and Economics. 
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Regulatory Decisions in 
Australia and New Zealand 

Australia 

Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) 

Mobile Terminating Access Service 
Declaration Review – Final Report Published 

On 28 June 2019 the ACCC published its Final 

Report on the Mobile Terminating Access Service 

Declaration Review.  

ACCC Water Monitoring Report 2017-18 
Released 

On 24 June 2019 the ACCC released its ninth 
annual Water Reporting Report 2017-18 for the 
Murray-Darling Basin. 

Guide for Energy Retailers on New Retail 
Code Released 

On 18 June 2019 the ACCC released a Guide for 

Energy Retailers in South East Queensland, New 

South Wales and South Australia on compliance with 

a New Electricity Retail Code to apply from 1 July 

2019.  Access the Guide here. 

Wholesale Market Indicators Report 
Released 

On 21 May 2019 the ACCC released its Wholesale 
Market Indicators Report relating to connections to 
the NBN. 

Data Report on Internet Activity Published 

On 14 May 2019 the ACCC published its Data 
Report on Internet Activity. 

Measuring Broadband Australia Report 
Published 

On 7 May 2019 the ACCC published its report on 

Measuring Broadband Australia. 

Australian Competition Tribunal 
(ACT) 

No reportable matters listed. 

Australian Energy Market 
Commission (AEMC) 

Brattle Group Wholesale Demand Response 
Report Published 

On 20 June 2019 the AEMC published a report on 

Wholesale Demand Response in six jurisdictions that 

was prepared by the Brattle Group. 

Distributed Energy Resources – Article 
Published 

On 21 May 2019 the AEMC published an article on 

the opportunities and challenges presented by the 

transition to Distributed Energy Resources. 

Australian Energy Market Operator 
(AEMO) 

2019 Wholesale Electricity Market Statement 
of Opportunities Published 

On 14 June 2019 the AEMO published its 2019 

Wholesale Electricity Market Statement of 

Opportunities. 

Quarterly Energy Dynamics Report for Q1 
2019 Published 

On 7 May 2019 the AEMO published its Quarterly 

Energy Dynamics Report for Q1 2019. 

Australian Energy Regulator (AER) 

Retail Energy Market Performance Update for 
Q3 2018-19 Published 

On 21 June 2019 the AER published its Retail 

Energy Market Performance Update for Q3 2018-

19. 

Network Tariffs for NSW Electricity 
Distributors 2019-20 Approved  

On 14 June 2019 the AER published its Network 

Tariffs for NSW Electricity Distributors for 2019-

20. 

Network Tariffs for Power and Water 2019-20 
Approved 

On 14 June 2019 the AER published its Network 

Tariffs for Power and Water for 2019-20. 

https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/regulation-of-wholesale-mobile-voice-terminating-services-to-continue
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/stable-year-for-murray%E2%80%93darling-basin-infrastructure-operators-despite-drought
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/stable-year-for-murray%E2%80%93darling-basin-infrastructure-operators-despite-drought
https://www.accc.gov.au/publications/guide-to-the-electricity-retail-code
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/nbn-consumers-continue-shift-to-higher-speed-plans
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/new-report-tracks-internet-activity-on-mobile-and-fixed-lines
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/new-report-tracks-internet-activity-on-mobile-and-fixed-lines
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/nbn-speeds-improving-but-more-work-to-do
https://www.aemc.gov.au/news-centre/media-releases/brattle-group-report-international-demand-response
https://www.aemc.gov.au/news-centre/media-releases/little-things-big-things-grow
https://www.aemo.com.au/Media-Centre/2019-WEM-ESOO
https://www.aemo.com.au/Media-Centre/AEMO-publishes-Quarterly-Energy-Dynamics---Q1-2019
https://www.aemo.com.au/Media-Centre/AEMO-publishes-Quarterly-Energy-Dynamics---Q1-2019
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/retail-energy-market-performance-update-for-quarter-3-2018-19
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/retail-energy-market-performance-update-for-quarter-3-2018-19
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/retail-energy-market-performance-update-for-quarter-3-2018-19
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-nsw-electricity-distributors
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-nsw-electricity-distributors
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-nsw-electricity-distributors
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-power-and-water
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-power-and-water
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Distribution Network Tariffs for TasNetworks 
for 2019-20 Approved 

On 4 June 2019 the AER published its Approved 

2019-20 Distribution Network Tariffs for 

TasNetworks. 

Distribution Network Tariffs for Evoenergy 
for 2019-20 Approved 

On 4 June 2019 the AER published its Approved 

2019-20 Distribution Network Tariffs for 

Evoenergy. 

Distribution Tariffs for ACT, NSW and SA 
Gas Customers and Transmission Tariffs for 
Queensland and NT Customers Approved 

On 29 May 2019 the AER announced that it had 

approved Distribution Tariffs for ACT, NSW and SA 

Gas Customers and Transmission Tariffs for 

Queensland and NT Customers. 

2019-20 Network Tariffs for SA Power 
Networks Approved 

On 15 May 2019 the AER announced that it had 

approved 2019-20 Network Tariffs for SA Power 

Networks. 

2019-20 Network Tariffs for Energy 
Queensland Approved 

On 15 May 2019 the AER announced that it had 

approved 2019-20 Network Tariffs for Energy 

Queensland. 

High Wholesale Electricity Prices in Victoria 
and South Australia on 1 March 2019 – AER 
Reports 

On 1 May 2019 the AER released its report on High 
Wholesale Electricity Prices in Victoria and South 
Australia on 1 March 2019. 

New Electricity Post-Tax Revenue Models 
Released 

On 24 April 2019 the AER released its new Post-Tax 

Revenue Models. 

National Competition Council 

No reportable matters listed. 

Australian Capital Territory 

Independent Competition and 
Regulation Commission (ICRC) 

Regulated Water and Sewerage Service 
Prices 2019-20 Published 

On 14 June 2019 the ICRC published its Regulated 

Water and Sewerage Prices for 2019-20.  Access 

Here. 

Monitoring Report on the 2017-18 Utility 
Licence Annual Reports Released 

On 13 June 2019 the ICRC released its Monitoring 

Report on the 2017-18 Utility Licence Annual 

Reports. 

2019-20 Regulated Electricity Prices for 
Small Customers Updated 

On 7 June 2019 the ICRC updated its 2019-20 

Regulated Electricity Prices for Small Customers. 

Electricity Model and Methodology Review 
2018-19 – Final Decision 

On 31 May 2019, the ICRC released its Final 
Decision on the Electricity Model and Methodology 
Review. 

New South Wales 

Independent Pricing and 
Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) 

Review of Recycled Water Prices for Public 
Water Utilities – Final Report and 
Determination 

On 1 July 2019 the IPART published its Final Report 

and Determination for its Review of Recycled Water 

Prices for Public Water Utilities. 

Annual Review of Maximum Prices that 
WaterNSW can Charge for Providing Rural 
Bulk Water Services in 2019-20 – Final 
Report and Determination 

On 4 June 2019 the IPART published its final 

decisions for the Annual Review of maximum prices 

that WaterNSW can charge for providing rural bulk 

water services from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020. 

Solar Feed-in Tariff Benchmark 2019-20 
Published 

On 26 April 2019 the IPART published its Solar Feed-

in Tariff Benchmark for 2019-20. Follow This Link 

https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-tasnetworks
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-tasnetworks
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-evoenergy
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-network-tariffs-for-evoenergy
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-distribution-tariffs-for-act-nsw-and-sa-gas-customers-and-transmission-tariffs-for-qld-and-nt-customers
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019%E2%80%9320-distribution-tariffs-for-act-nsw-and-sa-gas-customers-and-transmission-tariffs-for-qld-and-nt-customers
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019-20-network-tariffs-for-sa-power-networks
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019-20-network-tariffs-for-sa-power-networks
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019-20-network-tariffs-for-energy-queensland
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-approves-2019-20-network-tariffs-for-energy-queensland
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-reports-on-high-wholesale-electricity-prices-in-victoria-and-south-australia-on-1-march-2019
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-releases-new-electricity-post-tax-revenue-models-0
https://www.aer.gov.au/communication/aer-releases-new-electricity-post-tax-revenue-models-0
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/water-and-sewerage/regulated-water-and-sewerage-services-prices-201823
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/water-and-sewerage/regulated-water-and-sewerage-services-prices-201823
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/utilities-licensing/utility-licence-annual-reports
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/utilities-licensing/utility-licence-annual-reports
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/energy/electricity/retail-electricity-prices-2017-20
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/energy/electricity/retail-electricity-prices-2017-20
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/energy/electricity/electricity-model-and-methodology-review-2018-19/final-report-electricity-model-and-methodology-review-2018-19
https://www.icrc.act.gov.au/energy/electricity/electricity-model-and-methodology-review-2018-19/final-report-electricity-model-and-methodology-review-2018-19
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Water/Reviews/Metro-Pricing/Review-of-recycled-water-prices-for-public-water-utilities
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Water/Reviews/Rural-Water/WaterNSW-Annual-Review-of-rural-bulk-water-charges-2019-20/04-Jun-2019-Media-release-on-final-report/Media-Release-Annual-review-of-WaterNSWs-rural-bulk-water-charges-for-2019-20-4-June-2019
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Industries/Water/Reviews/Rural-Water/WaterNSW-Annual-Review-of-rural-bulk-water-charges-2019-20/04-Jun-2019-Media-release-on-final-report/Media-Release-Annual-review-of-WaterNSWs-rural-bulk-water-charges-for-2019-20-4-June-2019
https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home/Reviews?k=solar&fr=&t=&i=energy&s=all&c=all&ty=&adv=0
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Northern Territory 

Utilities Commission 

2017-18 Northern Territory Power Reports 
Published 

On 21 June 2019 the Utilities Commission published 
its 2017-18 Northern Territory Power System 
Performance Review and its 2017-18 Northern 
Territory Electricity Outlook Report.  Access Both 
Reports Here. 

Northern Territory Electricity Ring-Fencing 
Code and Guidelines Review 2019 – Issues 
Paper Released 

On 22 May 2019 the Utilities Commission released 

its Issues Paper for its Northern Territory Electricity 

Ring-Fencing Code and Guidelines Review.  

Queensland 

Queensland Competition Authority 
(QCA) 

Regional Electricity Prices 2019-20 – Final 
Determination 

On 31 May 2019 the QCA released its Final 
Determination on Regional Electricity Prices for 
2019-20.  

Solar Feed-in Tariff for Regional Queensland 
– Mandated 

On 31 May 2019 the QCA published its mandated 

Solar Feed-in Tariff for Regional Queensland. 

Southeast Queensland Retail Electricity 
Marketing Monitoring Report – Published 

On 30 April 2019 the QCA published its Southeast 

Queensland Retail Electricity Marketing 

Monitoring Report. 

South Australia 

Essential Services Commission of 
South Australia (ESCOSA) 

Retailer Energy Efficiency Scheme – 
Regulatory Performance Report 2018 
Published 

On 27 June the ESCOSA published its Retailer 
Energy Efficiency Scheme (REES) its Regulatory 
Performance Report 2018.  Follow this link 

Charter of Consultation and Regulatory 
Practice – Review  

On 24 May 2019 the ESCOSA announced it was 

reviewing its Charter of Consultation and 

Regulatory Practice. 

Tasmania 

Office of the Tasmanian Economic 
Regulator (OTTER) 

Regulated Feed-in Tariff Rate Investigation – 
Final Report and Determination 2019 
Published 

On 30 May 2019 the OTTER released its Final 

Report and Determination 2019 on its Regulated 

Feed-in Tariff Rate Investigation. 

Victoria 

Essential Services Commission 
(ESC) 

Victoria Default Offer to Apply from 1 July 
2019 Released 

On 30 May 2019 the ESC announced the Victorian 

Government’s acceptance of ESC advice about the 

price of a fairer price for electricity, the Victorian 

Default Offer. 

Approach to Reviewing the State’s Electricity 
Distribution Code – Approach Paper 
Released 

On 29 April 2019 the ESC outlined the approach it 

will take in reviewing the state’s distribution code to 

ensure it is fit-for-purpose and protects consumers. 

 

http://www.utilicom.nt.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.utilicom.nt.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.utilicom.nt.gov.au/Newsroom/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=314
http://www.utilicom.nt.gov.au/Newsroom/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=314
http://www.qca.org.au/Electricity/Regional-consumers/Reg-Electricity-Prices/Final-Report/2019-20-Regulated-electricity-prices-for-regional#finalpos
http://www.qca.org.au/Electricity/Regional-consumers/Reg-Electricity-Prices/Final-Report/2019-20-Regulated-electricity-prices-for-regional#finalpos
http://www.qca.org.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/Media-Releases/2019/May/2019–20-Solar-Feed-in-tariff-for-regional-Queensla
http://www.qca.org.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/Media-Releases/2019/Apr/SEQ-retail-electricity-market-monitoring
http://www.qca.org.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/Media-Releases/2019/Apr/SEQ-retail-electricity-market-monitoring
http://www.qca.org.au/Media-Centre/Media-Releases/Media-Releases/2019/Apr/SEQ-retail-electricity-market-monitoring
https://www.escosa.sa.gov.au/news/rees-news/rees-regulatory-performance-report-2018
https://www.escosa.sa.gov.au/news/corporate-news/may19-news-2019-c-ccrpr-initiate
https://www.escosa.sa.gov.au/news/corporate-news/may19-news-2019-c-ccrpr-initiate
https://www.economicregulator.tas.gov.au/Documents/19%20746%20%20Media%20Release%2030%20May%202019%20-%202019%20Regulated%20FiT%20Investigation%20Final%20Report%20and%20Determination.PDF
https://www.esc.vic.gov.au/media-centre/government-accepts-regulators-advice-fair-electricity-price
https://www.esc.vic.gov.au/media-centre/government-accepts-regulators-advice-fair-electricity-price
https://www.esc.vic.gov.au/media-centre?keyword=&release_date%5Bmin%5D=&release_date%5Bmax%5D=&filter_by=&page=1
https://www.esc.vic.gov.au/media-centre?keyword=&release_date%5Bmin%5D=&release_date%5Bmax%5D=&filter_by=&page=1
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Western Australia 

Economic Regulation Authority 
(ERA) 

Determination of WACC (2018) for Rail 
Networks – Draft 

On 2 May 2019 the ERA published its draft 
determination of the 2018 rail WACC, and 
announced it sought feedback on the draft 
determination by 4 June 2019. 

Proposed Revised Access Arrangement for 
the Mid-West and South-West Gas 
Distribution Systems – Draft Decision 

On 18 April 2019 the ERA published its Draft 

Decision on the Proposed Revised Access 

arrangement for the Mid-West and South-West Gas 

Distribution Systems.  Revisions to the 

Arrangement  were received on 13 June 2019. 

New Zealand 

New Zealand Commerce 
Commission (CCNZ) 

Regulation of Backhaul Services – Further 
Intervention Unnecessary at this Time 

On 11 June 2019 the CCNZ released its findings on 

backhaul services in New Zealand, and announced 

it is satisfied that while further regulatory intervention 

is not necessary at this time, it will continue to 

monitor backhaul prices and terms.  

Transpower’s Proposed Price-Quality Path 
2020 to 2025 – Draft Decision 

On 29 May 2019 the CCNZ issued its draft 

decision on the maximum revenue Transpower can 

earn and the quality standards it must meet under its 

individual price-quality path (IPP) for the period 2020 

to 2025.  

Fifteen Regulated Electricity Lines 
Companies Default Price-Quality Paths 2020-
2025 – Draft Decision 

On 29 May 2019 the CCNZ released its draft 

decision on the default price-quality paths (DPPs) 

it is proposing to apply to 15 regulated electricity lines 

companies for the period 2020 to 2025.  Submissions 

close on 18 July 2019 and the final DPP decision is 

due by 30 November 2019. 

Study into New Zealand’s Mobile Services 
Market – Preliminary Findings Released  

On 16 May 2019 the CCNZ released the preliminary 

findings of its study into New Zealand’s mobile 

services market.  Final findings of the study are 

anticipated at the end of September 2019. 

Deregulation of Spark’s Resale Services – 
Draft Report  

On 17 April 2019 the CCNZ released a draft report 

indicating its intention to recommend that Spark’s 

resale copper voice services be deregulated.  A final 

report is expected in July 2019. 

 

 

https://www.erawa.com.au/rail/rail-access/weighted-average-cost-of-capital
https://www.erawa.com.au/rail/rail-access/weighted-average-cost-of-capital
https://www.erawa.com.au/cproot/20366/2/GDS%20-%20ATCO%20-%20AA5%20-%20Draft%20Decision%20-%20Notice.pdf
https://www.erawa.com.au/cproot/20518/2/GDS---ATCO---AA5---Notice-to-publish-ATCO-response-to-draft-decision.pdf
https://www.erawa.com.au/cproot/20518/2/GDS---ATCO---AA5---Notice-to-publish-ATCO-response-to-draft-decision.pdf
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/further-regulatory-intervention-not-currently-needed-for-telco-backhaul-services
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/further-regulatory-intervention-not-currently-needed-for-telco-backhaul-services
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/commission-releases-draft-decision-on-transpowers-price-path
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/commission-releases-draft-decision-on-transpowers-price-path
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/commission-releases-draft-decision-on-local-electricity-lines-revenue
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/commission-releases-draft-decision-on-local-electricity-lines-revenue
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/mobile-competition-trending-in-right-direction
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/mobile-competition-trending-in-right-direction
https://comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/media-releases/2019/commission-recommends-deregulating-sparks-resale-copper-voice-services
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Regulatory News 

2019 CCNZ Competition and Regulation 
Conference  

The 2019 CCNZ Competition and Regulation 
Conference will be held in Auckland on Thursday 25 
July and Friday 26 July 2019.  Access the 
conference page here. 

2019 ACCC and AER Regulatory Conference  

The 2019 ACCC and AER Regulatory Conference 

will be held in Brisbane on Thursday 1 August and 

Friday 2 August 2019.  Please check the conference 

page for updated information. 
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