
 

Dairy Consultative Committee—Terms of Reference 

About the committee 

1. The ACCC established the Dairy Consultative Committee (DCC) to provide a forum for 
dairy industry representatives to provide advice and information to the ACCC on issues 
related to the introduction of the Dairy Code of Conduct (the Code): 

 through which the ACCC can work with industry to develop and implement effective 
education and compliance strategies that will enable market participants to 
understand their rights and obligations and to comply with the Code; and 

 to collaboratively consider concerns related to the implementation of the Code and 
how those concerns might be addressed. 

2. An independent chair, supported by ACCC Deputy Chair Mick Keogh and the ACCC 
Dairy Specialist, will work with DCC members to raise awareness of and bring about 
compliance with the Code. 

3. While the DCC is a consultative body that is intended to help inform the ACCC on issues 
relating to the dairy industry and the introduction of the Code, its decisions and 
recommendations are not binding on the ACCC. 

4. It is intended DCC membership will reflect the diversity of dairy farmers and processors 
across dairy regions to achieve a balance and variety of interests and perspectives.  

5. Membership is limited to one representative per organisation. 

6. The ACCC, in consultation with the independent chair, decides appointments to the DCC 
and may appoint other members to the committee at any time to address any perceived 
imbalances or shortage in the membership or any other issues. 

7. The DCC members will meet over a period of 12 months, commencing in December 
2019. The ACCC may extend the DCC’s period of operation if of the view the committee 
has not yet achieved its key objectives. It will be at the discretion of the ACCC whether 
members are re-appointed or there is a selection process for new membership. 

Member expectations 

8. Members are expected to provide input at meetings on: 

 issues arising in relation to the introduction of the Code including ACCC industry 
education and compliance strategies 

 information dissemination strategies and networks to effectively communicate with 
the dairy industry regarding the introduction of the Code, and 

 other issues as requested by the ACCC. 

9. Members that represent an organisation or peak body, are expected to work with the 
ACCC to bring about the industry’s compliance with the Code, rather than advocate for 
their organisation’s broader policy position.  



DCC meetings  

10. While the ACCC encourages members to share information provided at DCC meetings 
with their industry, some information is confidential so must not be shared. We 
encourage free discussion among members, using a variation on the Chatham House 
Rules: ‘Participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor 
the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed.’  

11. The independent chair, Noel Campbell AO, appointed by the ACCC’s Agriculture 
Commissioner, will chair the meetings. 

12. It is anticipated that the DCC will meet on a quarterly basis across multiple ACCC offices 
(via video link). The first meeting will be scheduled for late November or early December 
2019. 

13. The ACCC does not pay sitting fees or reimburse travel costs for participation. Members 
must meet their own expenses. 

14. Observers (such as relevant government departments/agencies) may also be invited to 
attend DCC meetings. 
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